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THE READER. 


- 
- 


— Pr. ͤä — 

s | HOUGH the adventures 1 met with in my 
; | Fortnight's Ramble, are in the general highly | 
ludicrous, yet the reading of chem, and ſome ſolid 
rellections made on the cauſes that brought them 
about, and the manner in which they happened, : 
may ſerve. as a caution to others to avoid ſimilar 
ſituations, and thus preſerve their health, their 
money, and reputation, without which, a man in 
the preſent age, is little better than a cypher. 1 
therefore, moſt firenuouſly recommend to you ta 
make repeated obſervations on the incidents you 
| A : +5 00 


is . 


1 Ss Ln VV 
Will find related in this ſmall volume, as they will 
vr probably be the means of preſerving you from 
the bad conſequences that I have experienced ; and 

fave you | thoſe ſevere pangs-of body and mind that | 
have corroded me; until the generous forgiveneſs 


of my parents, and the ſoftening hand of time, had 


worn away in ſome meaſure, the deep umpreſions 


my ar nad made Pe. me. 


„ 


n LEARN FASTLFEDCS FROM ANOTHER'sS Wors;? 


1 bereebe a Bs deal of pains to gain infor. 


— mation: 
country mt: 


n the manners and cuſtoms of my 
, and find, that one of their prineiple 


 charaReriſfics is a miſtaken notion, that no young 


man is/qualified to live comfortably in the world, 


unleſs he has travelled a good diſtance from home 


ta learn, experience. 


Hence it proceeds, chat the man of large fortune 

' wil ſend his ſon to make the tour of Europe; 
where, inſtead of uſeful knowledge, he picks up 
; the 


che moſt egregious vices, and brings them home to 
his native England, as elegant accompliſhments. | 
Did the misfortune top here, it would not be very 
 injurious—though, I muſt confeſs, that the exam- 
ple of the great has fuch an influence on thofe of 


the next degree to them, and ſo on like the fleps _ 


of a ladder, until you get into the garret of the 
apple and rabbit nawker, that there is ſtrong rea- | 
ſon to apprehend an univerſal contagion, as de- 
tructive ee e e 
Thee country — Hon n 
: and' others, who, by dint of induſtry, have ſcraped | 
together a few hundreds or thouſands, never think 
their ſons can be ſufficiently accompliſhed, until 
they have paid 4 viſit to the little world, called 
London. Here they are to grow ſmart, to learn to 
know the world, and qualify themſelves for buſi- 
_ neſs; but if parents would conſider, that here alſo 
their children are inſtructed in almoſt every vice 
under Heaven, and have very little chance of ſee. | 
Az | ig 


— ö 


— — am rw ew a— 


= =” 


. 


0+ 7: 


| "Rt the praflice of any one. virtue, I believe they 
would be prudent enough to keep their ſons at , 
home, where, if they ſometimes happen to fall ino 


the ſnares of artful and ſelfiſh men, at leaſt they 
preſerve that innocence which is the jewel of . 
and the ſweet comforter under every calamity. 


1 hope my gentle readers will pardon this ſhort 


- treatiſe. on-morality, as my deſign is rather to ſerve 
them by putting them on their guard, than to in- 


- Gulge * own cathoeces ſeritendi, 


d l —_— - * , 
" L # — 
- . \ 4 — - 
1 - 0 | "us 
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© CHAPTER I. e 


My father's propoſal—the inn —ſt range com- 
e htened by the nw te. by ham 
the next Tow arrival at London. + 


Ko Y father, who is a wealthy farmer near Strat. 
9 ford upon Avon, in Warwickſhire, having 
taken me from ſchool at the age of nineteen, pro- 

poſed, previous to my ſettling with him in his rural 
employment, that I ſhould ſee the Metropolis, or, 
as one might ſay, the whole world in epitome. 


During my reſidence at ſchool, I had conceived 

a violent attachment for an amiable young woman, 
about my own age, the daughter of an eminent 
grazier in the vicinity of the market town where 
the ſchool is ſituated, and one of the people called 
quakers. "I had every reaſon to believe that our 
o A3 affection 


pr 


- 


4 
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| aſſection was mutual, and as we knew the conſent - 
ok her ſs was impoſſible to be obtained, we 
reſolved: to take a trip to Scotland, if by any means 
we could raiſe money for the journey. 4 


But to my inexpreſſible mortification, the father 
of fair one, diſcovering our deſign, inſtantly 
ſent his daughter to her uncle, formerly a rich 
merchant of London, lately retired to his country 
ſeat ; but in what part of England he reſided, I 
could not acquire the leaſt intimation of. 


My father, one day, in the preſence of my mo. 
ther and ſeveral of his friends, thus. addreſſed me 
with the utmoſt good nature and benevolence : 
George, you have been many years at an excel- 
lent ſchool, and, by the report of your good maſter, 

I find he has no cauſe ts be aſhamed of you as his 
- Feholar; but, whatever progreſs your induſtry has 
made in learning, yet without taking a view of men 
and manners, you will prove what we may call a 
learned hlockhead. I ſhall ſupply you with plenty 
of money to furniſh fine and faſhionable cloathes 
on your arrival in that famous town, and likewife 
mall commend you to my couſin, Meaſurewell, the 
-- woollen-draper, of Drury-Lane, to whom 1 ſhall 
write, deſiring him to ſhew you all the wonders 
and curioſities of that ee marvellous place. 
But be ſure to keep clear of bad women and bad 
men; ſhun the company of harlots, ſharpers, and 
ſwindlers, and by the time you have been a quarter 
of a year there, you will be a ſmart fellow, and 
able to entertain us all with your rambles and 
adventures.” . ek 1 8 
So ſaying, my father put ten guineas into my 
o [x put ten guineas imo my 


1 


7 1 


— 


. : 


THROUGH LONDON, - 7 


band, and alſo told out no leſs than an hundred 
more of his hoarded yellow boys, which he de- 
poſited in a purſe, and charged me to commit them 
to the care of his couſin, that I might occaſionally. 
draw from him what might be neceſſary in the 
courſe of my peregrinations. TE "2s 


- 


p 


Thus equipped, and my cloathes and linen put 
into a ys portmanteau, one of the ſervants. ac- 
companied me to the market town, where I imme- - 
diately paid for a place in the ſtage, and ſo waited 
at the inn till the coach was ready to ſet off for 


London. ba | 


Il I walked into the parlour and ſat down with the 

company, which conſiſted of a rider to a great 
houſe in London, a ſhabby officer, like Gibbet in 
the Beaux Stratagem, and a young woman, whom 
J took to be a lad! 's waiting maid. 


* 


The moment I beheld the apparent ſoldier, I ! 


conceived an idea of his heing a villain not much 
diſguiſed. My imagination was ſuddenly filled 
a _ a dreadful horror not eaſily to be tranſmitted 
to language. I would gladly have retired to reſt, 
but ſupper being ſet on the table, I could not with- 


draw. Come, come, my friends,“ quoth the 


captain, no ceremony grace after meat, as the 
old ſaying is—every one help himſelf, and God 
help us all—but I muſt help the lady my fel. 


The converſation turned upon the dangex on the 
road, of meeting with what the rider called col- 
lectors. The captain ſwore that he was not in the 
leaſt afraid of ſuch people, as he never carried 
much money about him. We gentlemen ot the 
ary,” vociferated the military genius, . often 
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diſplay the art of getting, but ſeldom diſcover the 
art of keeping — 'Guineas and bank notes are 
but gew gaws in the ſight of a ſoldier. . 

Ihe rider ſpoke with caution, declaring that he 
ſeldom returned to town with a fingle crown; 
adding, had an highwayman met me on Hounſ- 
low-heath, or any of the commons near London, 
bon my ſetting out for the country, he might have 

had a chance for ſomething, but that is 3 
and I return with orders and no paymeut.“ 8 


For my part,” ſaid the lady people in my 
ſituation e leave their NE tn the 3 . 
of their miſtreſſes, till they can get huſbands, and 
then are obliged to wait for months or years, un- 
leſs they marry ſuch ſervants in the family Who 
may be favourites of their miſtreſſes. | 


What do yon fay, young gentleman,” cried. 
| the captain, looking earneſtly at -me—eh !- Sir! 
Fou ſeem to fay but little; but fly as you 
2 1 dare ſay you are not going to London without a 
plentiful fupply of the ready). 


To this I anſwered with much perturbation and 
n tremulous voice, that my father was too cautious 
@ man, to entruſt me with more than for bare tra- 
velling expences, and that all I had farther to ex- 
petit was in the hands of a friend, who had direc- 
Vons to ſupply me juſt fo far as neceſſity required. 


The captain was not apparently much pleaſed 
with my anſwer. His looks betrayed a doubt of 
+ © "the varacity of his - companions. 4 Well, well,“ 
'Taid he, in a muttering tone—fince we ate AK wr 
ffs | — ' 8 v 


* 


per, 
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devils let us retire in good time, to be up early for 
( 1 CT HIP, N. 
I inſtantly got up; a few lines of my maſter, 
Horace, whom in my exerciſe at ſchool, I had at- 
_ tempted to imitate, forcibly ſtruck my mind, which 
| here appear in a better dreſs, previous to my exit 
I delivered to the company. 1 0 


If you will uſe the little that you have, = 
More has not Heaven to give, nor you to crave, 

© Ceaſe to complain. He never can be poor 

Who has ſufficient, and who wants no more. 

If but from cold, and piercing hunger free, 

Ide richeſt monarch. can but equal thee. 


On entering my bed-chamber I perceived ano» 
ther bed, and doubted not but one of the company 
would ſleep there, and the dread that it ſhould be 
the captain, induced me to conceal my money. 
This I cautiouſly did, by tying it up in an handker- 
chief, which ! wrapped round my head, and. 
covered with a night-cap, which lay on the pillow - 


for my uſv 1 7 BY 


Soon falling aſleep, I was tortured by a moſt 
dreadful dream, in which 1 beheld the capain, _ 
with one eye cloſed, come up to me in an extended 
field, demanding my money with horrible exeers?- 
tions. This awful viſion cauſed me to awake; * 
when I beheld the officer e on the 
other bed undreſſing, and laying a pair ot piftols 
on the chair by kim. | N 


In this ſituation I could not reſume my reſt, but 
reſolved 


1 * * 
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- yelolved:to watch his motion. During the dark, 
about one O clock in the morning, I heard the 


part of 
doubt, before the candle was taken away, that I had 


| 7 | ſpread my cloaths-over me on the bed; theſe he 


25 ar 4 1+ 8 
g hi 1 þ } * 
away muttering; D— n him, he has told the 
truth at leaſt, the reſt of the company muſt 


And arriving at the 


— 


captain get up, and walk ſoftly to my bed-fide. 1 


5 think 1 never felt ſo much dread and horror in any 


my preceding hfe. He had obſerved, no 


2 ſearched, feeling in every pocket, as alſo he 
id thoſe '6f my breeches, which he cautiouſly 
ww for. beneath my pillow. Finding a few 
// he returned them, and then went 


have more money than they have owned“ 


Geatly relieved, as I moſt certainly was at his. x 
1dels, | 


rture, I could not court the go | 
repoſe to attend my couch, I kept wakeful till the 


© want called tis up to 0 to the coach. I quickly 
- © -drefſed, ' ſecured my cath, ;: 
the vehicle. The reſt ſoon after came out and 


„and took the firſt ſeat in 


accompanied me. Nothing particularly occurred 


during the nog. | We travelled comfortably,  - 


repaſt. After dinner, ſtanding in the garden un- 
feen, I perceived the captain wilpering to the 


- coachman. This revived the alarm in m 


; | mind, 
and determined me to fecure my cath in the molt 
-— ſecret manner I could deviſe; reſerving only a 


Little filver in my pocket, to anſwer Wo exigen- 
F 


cies. The ſudden diſappearance of the captain con- 


- _ttibuted not a little to the renewal of my ſuſpicion 


of his character. I knew his deſigns were dark as 


Erebus, and thought the coachman but little bet- 


ter. We, however, reſumed our ſeats, and _ 5 
W het3 e 


* 


inner inn enjoyed an excellent 


—— 


£ 
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the captains place filled up by a 8 whom 


- 


1 had not ſeen before, 


About che dilbirics of ten 2 fooks the; inn. 
we were ſuddenly ſurprized witch an infonorous 
voice, exclaiming, D—n your day-lights, ſtop the 
coach! The coaãchman readily e e the man- 
date, and quickly a man, with a black patch on 


one eye, a great cut on one cheek, and his face 
apparently painted with a copper = thus vo- 


ciferated at the door of the. car N 
quick, D—me; deliver, e or 5 will fe 


125 


b 


ie inſtantly. nn the features of the fend 
like the captain, eſpecially his aquiline nole which 
E down to his chin with a broad noh, which 


could ſafely have ſworn to. I had too well re- 
marked his viſage the preceding evening to be 


miſtaken of the man, whom I had ſeen in my 
dream, and Whoſe black deſign I had, ens, Go the 


| whole night, fo dread fully anticipated. 


Fear and trembling pervaded the company he : 


moment of the-man's appearance. The rider caſt 
four guineas into his cap, when the fellow ex- 
claimed; © your pocket-book, Sir. dme; I of- 


fered ſome ſhilings—* d— your ſilver! keep it 


2 young puppy, cried the highwayman. E, 
: —_— 2 gave him his watch and purſe, 
and t two or three guineas, and afterwards. 
was obliged, by his threats and FRA to dehver 
her purſe into the bargain. ; 


che for of e baue n pe away, 


. ˙ÄJ!lnn Nm3n·jl ! Pin 
— 


a 
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* 


eur vehicle drove on, and we arrived in the great 
city early in the morning of Sunday, which I ſhall 
call the firſt day of my Fortnight's ramble throagh - 
London. Few of the other incidents which oc- 
. Eurred on the road are worthy of record, and the 
Principle deſign of this volume is to depitt the 
Various and more remarkable adventures which 
aroſe in the ſcenes preſented in the famed em- 


porium of England. 


f 1 | 7 bv C fe. | þ © 
SET fs 7 3 tl - | 
9"... QUAPTER II. 
Nie bau. St. Pauls the chaunting—-the- 
ſermon—my pocket pucked—Brothers the prophet 
. /ent to Bridewell, &c. V 
„r entered the town at ene 
A we had a long paſſage through the ſuburb. 
into the city, in the centre of which was the inn 
Where we alighted. After a comfortable refreſh- 
ment, we were conducted to different apartments 
to repoſe ourſelves after a tedious journey. Find- 
ing every thing about me quite ſafe, I ſlept ſound, 
free from dreams, and remained in a ſtate of hap- 
py inſenſibility till paſt nine, when I aroſe, con- 
cealed my money, and breakfaſted in the parlour; 
with the ſame company, attended by a jolly land- 
lady, and an elderly muffled- up gentlewoman, 
whoſe countenance was not only uncomely, but 


forbidding and diſguſting. 


1 ſoon obſerved the eyes of the old lady fixed 


*-4 
* :, * 
/ 2 
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18 foon as the landlady retired, thus addteſſed het 
in a tone of affeftion and apparent fincerity : 
Well, my dear child, you are come to 'Lon= | 
don to ſeek your fortune, and ſo pretty a face, and 1 
ſo oy 1 a perſon cannot fail of ſucceſs. So tell 

me, do you mean to go to ſervice ?—there is ® 

lady of quality, a friend of mine, who wants a 
pretty ſmart agreeable girl to be her companion— 

I can recommend you to her. I love all thoſe 

who come from Yorkſhire—at is my own country 
but yon cannot appearinthatdreſs—you have quite 
the air of a young country innocent creature t 
muſt come home to my houſe until you get à pro- 
per dreſs—and then you may go and be as happy - 4 

as your heart can defire.” | 25 REES. 


Mr. Portfolio the rider, my fellow-traveller gave 
me the wink at the beginning of this diſcourſe, 
Which drew my attention, and Nancy returned the 
following anſwer: | | | 


Lou are very kind, madam, to be ſure, t& 
make ſuch generous offers to a perſon who is en- | 
tirely a ſtranger to you—but I fear you will not be 
ſo well inclined to ſerve me, when I inform you. 

that I am not of your country.” St a Sy 


A fig for chat, replied the old lady with 2 

feigned file your ſweet face is enough to 
make any body love you, and I will do every thing 
for you the as if you was my own'fiſter's 
child. 'You are quite a ſtranger in this wicked 
town, and if you ſhould fall into bad hands, Hea- 

ven only knows the conſequence. You are too in- 
nocent and unexperienced, my dear child, to guard 
To | _ yourſels _ | 


* 


1 
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Ts en uch beautiful young women, 


T0 be Wits * C anſwered. Nancy, 1 99455 to 
be thankful. for your kind expreſhons ; but my 


mother, who has, been in London, has often cau- 


tioned: me to beware of perſons of our ſex of a 
certain deſcription; who, under the maſk of pro- 


tetton and friendſhip, would tempt me to 1 | 


my modeſty, virtue, and religion.“ 
_** Ypur mother was right, my dear child—L am 
his hly pleaſed to hear you are religiouſly inclined 
bs am going to the tabernacle this very bleſſed 


— 


yourſelf a in the ſnares that are * 2 laid 


4 morning, an al | ſhould. as much en with Sal 


company,” 


* 8 N my mother, continued Nancy, 
that in London you will not meet with a ſtranger 


who will offer to do you an act of kindneſs without 
ſome immediate or diſtant view to. intereſt.” Im 


deed ſhe was perfectly right in tenen, my; dear,” 
5 mes the hog in hypocrily. J 


* Then, my dear madam,” ſaid the other gen- by. 


(ſewn who came with us in the ſtage, give me 


leave to aſk you, what your motives can be for 


ſhewing la much partiality for a 3 whom you 
never ſaw be fore I 


!.. „ 


know tae = lady well. She keeps a great wine 
kotel in H— Row, near. St. Martin's, and 
uſually attends the delivery of the tage, to ſee if 


any goods are brought to her market—ſhe is well 


known about Covent Garden, and has frequently 


ou Ln on the ſtage at the Hay-Market 


theatre, 


to St. Paul's cathedral, 


- 
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theatre, in the character of old mother Cole, the 
methodiſtical procureſs.”” 7 | 


Here the old lady loſt all patience, and br0ke 
_ out in the ſtrains of Billingfgate. The company 
beſtowed upon her. a general hiſs, andſhe ſuddenly 

diſappeared - curſing Nancy as an ugly harlot.. 


Mr. Portfolio, who ſaid he was quite diſengaged 
during the whole day, as his employer was retired 
to his country ſeat for that day, propoſed to at-- 
tend ſuch of the company as might be diſpoſed, 
I VR accepted 
the offer, and Nancy, after a flight heſitation, allo 
agreed to make one, and ſo return to dine at the 
inn. CEE FS 
1 75 25 + | IK 
21urPrevious to our ſetting out, I chanced to take 
ap the Sunday Monitor, in the poſtſcript of which 
I diſcovered the name of Meafurewell; as a bank _ 
rupt, This diſcovery induced 'me to wave for the 
day my intended viſit to that eminent woolen 
- draper, to whom, as before hinted, I had a letter 
from my worthy father, and in whoſe hands I 
meant, as directed, to depoſit, pro tempore, the 
money allowed for my expenditure, ' Pe 


As ſervice was begun, our guide urged us on fo. 
precipitately, that I had little or no time to view ._ * 
the marvellous frabric without, Which, however, 
at the firſt ſight filled me with admiration at its 
vaſt magnificence and ſublimity. On entering ths 
church my aſtoniſhment was greatly encreaſed, 
and when under the ſwelling dome, my mind was 
almoſt totally overwhemed with ſuch a dread as 1 
am incapable-of expreſſing. | | 


36 A FORTNIGHT'S RAMBLE 
As we entered the choir, Te Deum was clidunt- 
Ing, which, wich the whole ſucceeding ſervice filled 
my mind with rapture. To me the ſervice was 
the more ſublime, as I had never before been in 
2 cathedral, or heard the heavenly ſound of the 
The ſolemn ſervice being cloſed, the biſhop of 
the dioceſe having mounted the pulpit whilſt the 
creed was ſung, proceeded to preach: ſuch a pious, © 
learned, and lime ſermon, that I never before 
bad heard from any preacher. The ſubſtance of / 
that excellent diſcourſe I ſhall ever remember, but 
it is foreign to my purpole to trouble my reader 
with matter ſo ſerious, By 


During the ſermon the clock ſtruck eleven with 
a tremendous noife, when, in imitation of others 
ſurrounding us, 1 was going to look at my watch, 
but, behold, I found my fob empty. I was con- 
Joling myſelf with the hope that I had left it at the 
ann, When, feeling in my left breeches pocket, 1 
allo miſled my money; which I did not much 
mind, as it was no more than about nine or ien 
ſhillings. I diſcovered that my capital Rock was 
yet ſafe; but on putting my hand into my fide- 
pocket, I miſſed my book which contained nothing 
of ſo much account as the letter of my father to 
Mr. Meaſurewell. However, the whole ſermon | 
and ceremony was cloſed by the biſhop's benedic- > I 
tion, and we retired with infinitely leſs trouble tan 
we entered, as the main crowd was diſhpated ſoon 
after the ſermon began. | re. 0 


We called at the great little paſtry-cook's op- 
poaſite the north door of the cathedral, and re pales 
Wah Ourlelves 


— 
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ourſelves with cheeſecakes, tarts, and jellies, and 


then proceeded to a public-houſe in the alley, 


and there drank a glaſs of Kelly's. rich cordial. As 
we were returning to the inn I apprifed my com- 
panions of my diſaſter. Said Nancy, Was hard 


—_ | | to loſe both money and watch, to which I replied, 


d 
$ 


had my eye been on the watch, as much as it 
was upon the biſhop, I might have preſerved at” 
« You are not the firſt,” cried Mr. Portfolio, — - 
whom the nimble-fingured gentry have done over ; 
for the boys of Barrington are ever buſy in ſuch a” 
crowd, which is compoſed by a group of mulicat 
men, who, the moment the organ ceaſes playing, 


fly out like a flock of wild geeſe ; the fight of hien 


once made Mr, Whitefield ſay, as he preſſed for- 
ward, I muſt hear the ne” iD for it muſt be a. 


very moving ſermon.” | 


On dur return to the inn, I found not my watck 
as I fondly expected. Nancy informed our bounc- 
ing landlady of my misfortue, on which 2 put 
on a moſt penſive air, exclaiming—*® at all 

your money, young man! No, madam, ſaid 1— 
give me change for a guinea, and take your reckon- 
ing, This inflantly cleared her countenance, and: 
fo we all fat down to dinner; after which we 
finiſhed a bottle of good red port, which made us. 
remember our miſeries no more. FL 


Mr. Portfolio-now propoſed to me- a ſhort Sub 


SF bath-day's journey in and about the metropolis, 


To this I readily agreed; but could not prevail on- 
Nancy to accompany us, as ſhe was engaged to. 


meet her aunt that afternoon. | 


= . 


Af f 6 
1 
* 
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Me firſt launched into Cheapſide, directly op- 
poſite Bow Church, and beheld the dragon on the, 
| ummit of that lofty edifice. ** This wide ftreet,” 
ſaid my guide, reſembles one of the great roads in 
the country, out of which iflue leſſer roads and 

lanes leading to places but dimly ſeen by the tra- 
veller, who has not leiſure to purſue the point to 

Which they direct him. Being 1 the wealthy 
hops are ſhut. All trade is at a ſtand, and filence 

teigns where noiſe and buſtle around the week pre- 

5 5 The merchants are making merry at their rural 
Paviljions; their ſhopmen are walking in the Mell, 

riding around the ring in Hyde-park, or hurling 


| © their whiſkies along the villages with their doxies. 


onorous aclame. 


In every place T oil, reclines her head, and ap- 
ication folds her arms, The hammer, as one ſays, 
as reſigned its ſounding taſk, and the file ceaſes 

to repeat its flying touches. Shut is the well fre- 

Juented ſhop, and its threſhould no longer worn 

by the feet of its numerous cuſtomers, It is like 

the ſabbath of univerfal nature, and even the toil- 
ſome trunk - maker, at the corner of St Paul's, 
tes not the ear of the pyſſenger by his un- 


„ 
N. | 
T4 


This half heroic reyerie of Portfolio was inter- 
rupted, juſt as we turned round to the left, where 
the ſky-reaching fabric again aroſe to our view, 
and where we ſaw a great concourſe of people were 
aſſembled juſt by the tree and fountain of water. 
Qn enquiry we found that the great pretended 
prophet, Brothers, was auguring his elevation to 
the throne of Iſrael, and preditting the deſtruſtion 
of no inconſiderable part of this city on a certain 
day appointed in his dread decree. His wild 
harangue had no ſmall eſſect on many of his con- 
| gregation, 
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e e his bookſellers who. cloſe] 
rounded their great teacher, whom my guide 
dingnilhed 5 the reſt from their ſolemn Jook, 
aud Hidden viſages, one of whom thus voci- 


— with all the unnatural grimaeę of a tragic 


hero in my father's barn in Warwickſhire : 


66 * The Royal *Change, the Manlion-houſe, and 
2 : 


"6 te, 
St. Paul's cathedral, and the church at Bow, 


Weſtminſter Abbey, and Paul's, Covent. 
| Garden, 8 
. And all to them belonging ſhall diſſove.— 
* And, like a lump of ſugar in a 1 bowl, 
15 Leave not a wreck behind!“ 


So ſaying, certain officers of juſtice inflontly 


made their; appearance, and burſting through hs | 


motely crowd, hurried the mad 29 et with his 
ſenſeleſs ſees, tothe place called Bridewell, ſituate 
in a fine airy ſtreet which leads to the beautilut 


bridge of Blackfriars, which I now had the plea- 


ſure to ſurvey, and from the fine river Thames, 
that affords With and cleanlineſs 1-004 ine 


haabitants of London. 


tion 0 


From the centre of this bridge we enjoyed a 
pleaſant view of St. Paul's, and my guide proceed- 
ed to 2 me à brief hiſtor both of the founda- 

the old and new pp nur with which I 
Taal not muc trouble the reader at preſent. e 


He obſerved, chat with whitorer amazenierit we 


might now behold the preſent lately building, it 


was yery far ſurpaſſed by the ancient ſtrutture in 
point of extent and ſublimity. e 


_ 


« 
. 
{ 


Feading to the bridge, and ſo concluded my firit 
day's ramble. dt road fr 


hundred and twenty feet, the perpendicular eleva- 


return to the city, heard the famous preacher, Mr. 


4 
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ſent lands upon two acres and ſome perches; the 
former ſtood on three acres and a half, one rood 
and a half and fix perches, the length of the firſt - 
temple was ſix hundred and fixty feet the length 
of the ſecond but five hundred. The height from 
the level of the ground of old St. Paul's, was five 


tion of the new, but four hundred and forty from 
the foundation. He added ; but we cannot weep 
witlr thoſe old Hebrews who returned from Baby- 
ton, and who could contraſt the new temple with 
that of Solomon, which they had n 
for the glory and grandeur of this cathredral far 
exceeds all that can be ſaid of the ancient gothic 
ſtruture although more magnificent. Io 


Me walked over the water—called at the Romiſh 
chapel, in St. George's Fields, when I eaſily dif- 
covered the origin of cathredal chaunting. We 
proceeded as far as Camberwell, Where nothing 
remarkable occurred, and in the evening, on our 


Rowland Hill, at his on chapel in che great road 


W 
1 | 


The differ cheats me—the money dropper s de- 
Fraud me of nine gumeas—T arrive at Drury 
M companion, the rider, left me on the 
morning of Monday, after giving me a card 
-of the houſe where be was employed; and which 


** % , 7 
Ss „ 


— „ 1 


2 k 
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is ſituated in Bow Church: yard, 1 now. ſet out 
from the inn for Drury-lane, to find my kinſman, 
Mr. Meaſurewell, the woolen draper. _ _- 


| _ Obſerving that my dreſs was rather ruſtic, I took 
from my private purſe eleven guineas, to be read 
for purchaſing a new ſuit, and fuch other neceſ- 
ſaries wanting to 1 me for the town. On my 
way, at the end of the Fleet-market, I faw a man 
with his pockets conſiderably bulged and a {mall 
bundle under his coat, who tipped me the wink, 
and then whiſpered in my ear, chat he had got ix 
dozen of excellent ſilk ſtockings which — well 
ſuit me, being of French fabrication and unequaled 
by any of Engliſh manufacture. 


I followed the fellow up an alley on the gp. 
poſite ſide of the way, when he ſhewed me a large 
parcel, which he could ſell reaſonable, as he ſaid 
e paid no duty, and though the ſelling price was 
ul let me have them for 


eighteen ſhillings, he wo 


thirteen ſhillings a pair. 


I was little acquainted with buying ſuch articles, 
and therefore thought I was getting a great bare 
gain. I pulled out two guineas, and defred him 
to give me change for two pairs; but he declaring 
that he had no filver, put the ſtockings into my 
hands, bidding 'me ſtop till he went to the next 
public houſe to get change. I had no ſuſpicion, 
and conſequently topped without heſitation. 1 
{food amuling myſelf with what was paſſing on 
Holborn hill fer above half an hour, but at laſt 
began to think that I was bilked, and was, I muſk 
confeſs, not. a liule chagriged at being ſo 'cafily - - 

: h | impoled | 


.* 
— — — - 


5 4 You have been dealing with a duffer”—t6n- 
tinued the Jandlord—* the fellow juſt looked in, 


1 


— 


- 
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- impoſed upon. I Tan to the public houſe, but 
found not the fellow. I then ſhewed 5 purchaſe 

d 


to the landlord, who told me, he could buy better, 


x 


ai a lawful fair-dealing ſhop over the way, for 
little more than Half the monex. 


77 


had a glaſs at the bar, and ſuddenly diſappeared.“ 


1 truſt, young man, ſaid a decent looking perſon 
© who was Go 


oking his pipe in the corner, that this 
will prove a warning to you in future, and pray, 
Sir, tell your countrymen on your return, that to 
avoid ſuch impoſitions when they come to Lon- 


don, the beſt way will be to have no converſation 


with ſuch fradulent people, and buy nothing from 
them; for they carry none but the worſt of wares, 
And charge three times the value of them when 


they meet with a chapman like you—but above 
- all, you may be ſure they never have change, and 


therefore they generally flip away with all the 
money you truſt them with.“ ene 2OT 


"Reſolving to profit by my dear bought ex- 


perience I proceeded up Holborn, and was direct- 


ed to Drury-lane, by the way of Lincoln's-1nn< 
fields, and Great Queen-ſtreet. Juſt as J entered 
under the arch-way leading into that ſtreet, I ob- 
ſerved a young fellow very decently dreſſed, pick 
up a red pocket-book. He looked at me with. much 


earneſtneſs, exclaiming, I believe I have found a 
| 3 I ſtopped, ſaying, you will diſcover, per- 


aps, the owner's natne within fide, and his place 


of abode, and by reſtoring it remove much pain 
trom his mind; it it contains any thing of much 


* value 
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value he will amply reward you for your trouble, 
„ yo was preſent on the ſpot when I found it,“ 
3 replied man, and have a juſt claim to half of the 
prize, be it ſmall or great. Come, continued he, 

% I,obferve. you are a countryman and are not 
aware of the ways of mankind in this town. Let ug 
juſt ſtep into this public houſe and view the con- 
tents of the book. If it contains only papers of 
buſineſs or letters of trade, we may return it; but 


if. it has. notes, bills, or money in it—we will nod 


attempt to affront the good Providence that has ſent 
us an apparent prize. e ee HO 9-6 


"Determined to aft with much caution, I follow- 
ed him into the houſe, when we were ſhewn into 
the parlour. The young man bade me fit down 


whilſt he drew the curtains of the window and 
door. He now opened the book, and looking over - 


ſeveral papers found a draught upon Drummond 
and Co. for two hundred and fixty-fhve pounds. 
«+ This—cried my new companion, will be the 
making of us both. It is as good as hard caſh. 
We can turn it into money in leſs than twent 

minutes. The Banker's office is at Charing-crols, 
and if you. carry it this inſtant the money is ready. 


Look here :—Pleaſe to pay the bearer the ſum 
of two hundred and. ſixty-five pounds, and place 


it to. the account of your humble ſervant, John 
Smith.“ l 5 117 


— 15 


In return, I urged him earneſt] to keep the 


draught till the next morning, to lee if it was ad- 


vertiſed; on which he fle into a violent paſſion, 


and ſwore that he never before had met with ſuch 


a fool. He was interrupted by the appearance of- 
FE "Ke 7 a very 


—© 
- 4 
. 


1 
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« very good looking elderly gentleman, who came. 
in with a news- paper in his hand, fat down at a 
table on the other ſide of the room, and called for 
Ralf a pim of Liſbon. Here now, —ſfaid my 
new acquaintance “ this gentleman, a mere 
ſtranger to us both, ſhall judge of the matter 
Will you acquieſce in his determination, or leave 
the Whole to me? No, hang it, I cannot think 
_ of keeping the whole to myſelt neither. — Here, 
Sir, but I aſk pardon for troubling you, —here is a 
good hen fe draught for a large fum on a very 
eminent banker, which we have found in this 
- . pocket-book, which I picked up a few minutes 
Ago, under the Dake of Newcaſtle Piazza. This 
young countryman, being prefent when 1 found 
t, has an undoubted right, you know, Sir, by the 
cuſtom of London, to a moity of the contents. 
Now, Sir, be is ſo mightily honeſt, that he wants 
t6 reſtore it to the owner, by keeping till adver- 
tiſed What do you ſay, Sir, about this buſineſs ? 


— — 


The gentleman, with much gravity and ſeemin 
wlemgie, nid — wiſh I had 4 preſent— 
know what I ſhould have done. There is not one 
in five thouſand in London who has the generoſity 
to reward an honeſt man. The other day my boy 
found a bank note for fifty pounds, and received 
from the owner, Mr. Tweedle, the great ſum of 
balf a crown for his-trouble. I myſelf, the other 
day faw a lady of quality drop a very valuable gold 
watch, which I picked up, and ran down St. 
James's ſtreet after her. Vour ladyſhip, madam, 
has dropped your watch—ſhe very cordially Te. 
£eived it from my hand, made me a fine curtſey, 
and ſaid 1 humbly thank you, Sir—that was all.“ 


Come, 


\ 


\ 


_ 


- : — 
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Come, come,” cried my new companion, in 2 
more mild tone of voice—* ſee, young man, -what- 


money you can muſter up, in order to entitle you ts 


the ſole property of the draught.” I told him that 


1 could advance no more than nine gumeas for 


the preſent, but that to-morrow I might make up 
ſomething more. Hand me the nine pieces, re- 

lied the man, and give me your note for—let me 
ee—how ' much—aye, feventy-three. pounds one 
ſhilling—but never mind the ſhilling—and this 
gentleman ſhall bear witnels to the tranſaction. I 


agreed to the propoſal, more through the perſua- 


hon of the ſtrange gentleman than its according 


with my own inclination, and received the draught, 
which I refolved to ſhew to Mr. Meaſurewell pre- ; 


— 1 


vious to preſenting it for payment. 


G's, parted from the two gentlemen, I retired 
to a. recluſe corner to recruit my pocket with 
money, and then purſued my way to Drury-lane. 
I readily found out the houſe, but my relation was 
not at home, having retired, for the preſent, out 


of the way till his affairs were a little ſettled. E 


was kindly received by his ſpouſe, and fon, who 


aſked me to dine with them. I informed them of 
all my late adventures, eſpecially that recent one ; 
when they aſſured me that the draught'was cer- 
tainly a forged one, and that both the gentlemen 


to pick my pocket. 


: 
f 


Having mentioned to Mr. John, which was the 


1 1 woollen-draper's name, the letter which 1 
had 


rom my father to Mr. Meaſurewell, and 


which I had loſt in ef oaks the preceding day, 


were money droppers, and equally deep in the plot 


ac k 7 


Y 
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Jack inſtantly produced it, ſaying, this morning it 
was brought by the general poſt, among other let= _ 


” 


ters directed to our houſe, * _ 


Jack accompanied me to the inn where I firſt 

arrived at, and helped me to convey my portman- 
teau to Drury-lane, where I found a good room for 

my reception during my ſtay in London. 


+ CHAPTER IV. 


We fet out for the play—-take with us two 
fifters—the ſham autton—the prize—my grand- 
. mother —the children in the wood —beef a- la- mode 
Lie landlord's entertainment at the Seven Dials, 


| AVING never beheld a theatrical perform- 
ance, excepting by an itinerant company, I 
expreſſed a deſire of {pending the 2 in the 
company of Mr. John, at Colman's houſe in the 
Haymarket. Mrs. Meaſurewell not being diſpoſed 
to join our company, Jack N to call at the 
houſe of an acquaintance in Covent- garden, in 
þ order to invite an old lady and her two daughters 
to partake of the entertainment. The old gentle- 
woman I found was a millener, and employed a 
number of nymphs in her bulinels belide her 
daughters, whoſe names are Eleanor and Frances. 
At the firſt ſight of the former, I found an emotion 
ariſe in my breaſt, unequalled in my brief calendar 
of love, 4 I beheld my divine Maria in my own 
country. — We found the ladies quite agreeable, - 
' and their mother, Mrs. Lurewell, who * 2 
IE On, | CUNCE' 


\ 
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clined giving us her company, had no objeftion to. 
_ - truſt the ladies with Jack Meaſurewell. | 


Miſs Eleanor laid hold of my arm, and her fi ſter 
Fanny was Jack's partner. The evening being fine, 
and the diſtance but inconſiderable, we did not 
trouble a coachman who knew Jack, and humbly 
offered his carriage to his honour. As it was 
ſcarcely fix lock when we croſſed the ſquare, 
which I found was called Leiceſter-fields, we were 
in no hurry, In Sidney's alley we were attracted 
by the voiee of a man with a long ſtaff in his 
hand, exclaiming;—* walk in ladies and gentle- 
men, to the fale—ſelling by auction, ladies.” 


We walked in, and inſtantly found ourſelves 
ſurrounded by a groupe of men and women gen- 
teelly dreſſed, to whom ſeveral lots were knocked 
down by a man in a kind of pulpit. © This fellow 
was an oily orator, wha ordered the porter to put 
up the dozen of fine filver handled knives a | 

forks— Who bids for this excellent lot. ?—aguinea! 
I thank you, madam; but they were not made for 
_ tive. Hand a pair of them to the ladies—look at 
them, ladies—lolid ſilver the produce of De la 
plata, ladies — they are fit for * table of an em- 
8 king at his coronation, had. nothing 
uperior to theſe knives and forks, my dear folks. 
Five and twenty, thank you, Sir. They are ago-- 
ing for one pound five—diſgracefully a going 
but they muſt be knocked down I cannot dwell— 
for heaven's fake, ladies and gentlemen, let them 
not be knocked down at five and twenty—O ſcan- 
. dalous—the noble lord who occupied 7 Wi would . 
deem it /candalum magnatum. What do you 
ds Ca Charmed 
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Charmed with the ſight of ſuch rich table uten. 
fils, and chagrined at the backwardneſs of the bid- 
ders, I boldly bounced out, one pound ten—and. 
that inſtant fell the hammer—the orator exclaiming 
my good Sir, you have got a good bargain for 
once in your life-time, They were wrapped u 

Jor me, I paid for them, and fo withdrew , with 
my company. _ 5 


We went into the tavern near the play- houſe, 
where I depoſited my * till our return, and 
after drinking a glaſs of wine apiece, we arrived at 
the theatre, and procured a good ſituation in the 
pit, which commands a proſpect of the boxes 
_ around us, and the elevated galleries. 


This houſe, in Mr. Foote's time, as Jack in- 
formed us, was called the little theatre, and was 
but barely licenced by the Lord Chamberlain, till 


the late Prince Edward, Duke of York, brother of _ 


his N procured a patent to that ſon of comic 
Humour, Samuel Foote, who rendered himſelf fa- 


mous by his. matchleſs mimicry and introduction 


of living characters. At his death the patent de- 
. volved to Mr. Colman, who was a famed dramatic 
author, having produced many favourite comedies, 
as the Jealous Wife—the Engliſh Merchant—the 
Suicide the Clandeſtine Marriage (written in con- 
Junktion with the late celebrated Garrick) and 
other approved 1 His ſon, the preſent ma- 
nager, continued Jack, has diſcovered himſelf to 
be a chip of the old block, having wrote a variety 
of comic pieces, the moſt of them muſical enter- 
tainments, which are conſtantly repreſented during 


the ſummer ſeaſon, i: 
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| Here Jack was interrupted by the riſe of the- 
curtain, and the appearance of the performers, in 
the muſical comedy called the Prize, written by 
Mr. Hoare, the author of No Song no Supper— 
Three and the Deuce, &c.—In this piece, nothing 
can be more pleaſing than the character of Leni- 
tive, the country apothecary, by young Banniſter, 
who diſcovered infinite humour in the ſcene where 
the doctor is abſorbed with the falfe good news of 
his 2, 5, 3, 3,—being a prize of ten thouſand 
pounds — but it is not the buſineſs of this book to 
enter into the minutia of plays, or to depict hy 
beauties of performers. You Banniſter play ; 
Vapour, a very ſtrange character indeed, in 
Grandmother, and often ſet the Whole houſe in a 
roar. He alſo performed a part in the laſt pro- 
duced piece for the evening, the Children in the 
Wood, in which he gave likewiſe mugy* e r | 
tion to the auditory... 


After the play we adjourned: to a dats Seema 
for * a- la- mode, the maſter of which calls him 
ſelf the father of all. There we were introduced 
into a ſnug ak up a few ſteps from the common 
room, as it is emphatically called, we enjoyed a 
repaſt neither unpleaſant nor inelegant. The beef 
was highly ſeaſoned, the ſallads were fine and the 
* Was but trivial. 


I diſcovered the malice to be — communĩ- 
_— and therefore took the liberty to ſhew him 
y ſolid luer handled knives and forks, which” L 

tide called for at the tavern as we came out of the- 
theatre. The landlord looked—ftared at me halt 
a minute, and then burſt out into a loud laugh, 
 which- eleftricaily caught my nen ; fo. 
5 e aa 


— 
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mat 1 found myſelf the object of their unites 


h, my good countryman, cried the cook, 
vou have been duped, done over, and moſt d—ly 
aßen in, by theſe ſharpers; than whom a ſet of, 
eater cheats infeſt not this metropolis. Theſe, 
| Faives and forks, my tight lad, are not worth 
Teven ſhillings, and all the ſilver upon them will not. 
weigh three eee of an ounce.— I am amazed 
hat Mr. Mealurewell, my good cuſtomer, did not 
4 iſe you of the tricks of theſe harpies, You 
nid go to the Haymarket, when Foote's Minor 
performed, to ſee Mr. Smirk, the auctioneer, 
Aucceſſor to Mr. Prig, the greateſt man the world 
ever ſaw in his way. He could touch you up a 
Jot. There was no reſiſting him. He would force 
vou to bid whether you would or no. Hold up 
that picture —a little higher higher yet—there's 
à poſition to look at a picture — a going for five and 
Jorty, for forty-five a going. —Ladies and gentle- 
men, I am quite aſhamed-—I bluſh at your indo» 
lence in bidding !—a piece ſo highly finiſhed, and 
Jo well preferved—a Guido {—'Tis quite. fleſh and 
blood, T roteſt. It only wants a touch from the 
torch of eee Won to flart from the canvaſs and 
& Halla a Ot hom para down, — yo 4 
nutes at fixty-three, ten, and a gener 
_ enſued. | 8 . | 


I once heard one of theſe ſons of elocution, 
continued our culinary. friend, ſelling a horſe at a 
public auction. The lot a long while ſtuck at five 
and forty ſhillings: when the auctioneer, diſcover- 
ing ſome warmth, and elevating his voice, thus 


1 


0 claimed 


— - ' | 


* 
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exclaimed: Gentlemen, what the — are vou 


all at, to be thus ſo unconcerned about ſo noble 


an animal? What would one of our ancient kings 
have given for ſuch a horſe? To him ſuch a one 
would have been of infinite value indeed -en in 
the utmoſt extremity he ran through the ranks of 
his brave ſoldiers, loudly exclaiming—a horſe !— 
a horſe !—my kingdom for a horſe !—The orator: - 
knocked down the animal, in a few minutes; 
at three pounds ten ſhillings.” . 


The leaſantry of our landlord induced us to con- 
tinue whilſt we drank a bottle of his beſt white port. 
I. need not inform the reader, that the whole was 


at my own expence; which with the play-houſe | 


rice, the caſh obtained by the ſharpers, and what 
laid out on a piece of ſuperfine broadcloth at - 
Meaſurewell's, previous to our evening adventures, 


made no inconſiderable diminution in the ſtock | 


which I brought from the country. However, E 
cloſed the ſecond days ramble with-this reflection 
chat with other things, which I had hardly purs - 
chaſed, I had alſo: bought experience and — 
arted from the girls at the door of the old: 

, their mother, promiſing to renew our-viſit | 
the next or the following day, to take them to the 
celebrated fair of St. Bartholomew, Eleanor ap- 
peared to me the moſt amiable of the two ſiſtery, 
and far ſurpaſſing all the ladies of London whom 


We 
lad 


aria hung upon my heart, and hovered ever 
around my imagination, or in my mid-day rambles 
round the metropolis, or amidſt the ſolitary houfs 

bf midnight. | Ke 
Mx 


I had yet beheld ; but the idea of my charming 
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3 5 My fair one ever en fancy. ſeems, | 
About my noon-day. walks, or midnight drea 


Ye balmy zephyrs, O propitious prove, 
| On od'rous wings to waft me * love ! 


ms 


2 0 5 


r 
Mrs. Meaſurewell's ſudden ilineſo.—lſie quack 


doftor—his charatter—other adventures. 


TIOOR Mrs. Meaſurewell was ſuddenly ſeized 
A the next morning, my third day, with a vio- 
lent fit of the collick 4 nothing of the cordial 
F- kind could alleviate her diſtreſs till the arrival of 
Dr. R, a noted emperic, not far from Covent. © 
garden, and he adminiſtered almoſt inſtant relief 
by a doſe of Jallop. Fancy operates much on the 


human mind eſpecially the female ſex, when under 
= the hands of à quack doctor. The taylor, Mr; 
Stich, who came to meaſure me for my new 
uit, came in juſt as the doctor had performed his 
miracle on Mrs. Meaſurewell, and was drinking a 
-glaſs with her in the kitchen. I difcovered him to 
a perſon of a ready turn, great volubility of 
tongue, and not deſtitute of good ſenſe, After a 
pertinent apology, he thus proceeded to entertain 
me with the character of the doctor, which J hope 
the reader will not think unaptly introduced in this 
place, as it will conſiderably help to expoſe-the 
RT London, 0 ISHS 4315 SD 


"#2 « David | IO: M..D. lives not many miley. 
from the church of St, Paul, Covent-garden. This. 
Ws macern 
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modern alchymiſt, whoſe extreme vanity, ignor- 
ance and impudence, are grown quite proverbial 
over the town, imagines himſelf to be the monarch 
of the mineral and vegetable kingdoms, and looks 
down from his es ſole dominion, upon all 
his ſubjects within the circle of the materia ne- 
dica. Uncounted are the candidates for fame, 
who humbly crouched to this mock medicine- 
monger, bow down to his,exalted throne, and are 
dupes to his duplicity. No courtier at St. James's 
ever more enjoyed the luxury of lying, than this 
25 in the corner. No prime miniſter ever paid 
eſs regard to his promiſes, than this emperic. - 

« Often, indeed, his profeſſions of good will fly 
round his admirers, but ſome envious wind or 
other always blows them retrogade, before they 
can reach their apparent direction. Then it is that 
his low arts, and little devices are called forth, to 
divert his duped devotees from detecting his mean 
and mercenary ſubterfuges, as to their real deſigns, 
and the diſcovery 1s Rid aut brought about—ull 
they are aſhamed. of, and even ſurpriſed at their 
own credulity, 8 | 


„ Inftumerable are the inſtances of this fellow's 
frauds. On the application of a young man to this 
doctor for a cure of a diſeaſe, he aſſures him that 
he has been ruined. He takes care to. aggravate 
the diforder, until he brings his patient to death's 
door, and then fleeces him of all the money he 
can raiſe amongſt his friends, before he means to 
effect a reſtoration, He kept a youth of my ac- 
quaintance aboye half a year in torment the moſt 
excruciating; robbed him of fifty pounds, =, 

| #2? Wen 
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when no more could be advanced, removed his 
complaint in leſs than a week; a complaint which 
Was only rendered lamentable by the arts of the 
doctor. 5 AG 


Mr. Foote, our late memorable mimic, took 
both him and me off at his theatre, in the Devil 
upon Two Sticks; in which Dr. R—, is thus 
- repreſented, as diſcourſing with certain of his 
brother emperics: A doctor ſhould always in public 
appear grave. The levity of laughter ſhould never 
em to pervade his countenance ; but I own that 
ſome times it is impoſſible to avoid a ſmile, The 
other evening I attended a funeral to Mary-le-bone 
Church, as one of the mourners. Who ſhould I 
ſee, juſt as the proceſſion moved along the middle 
aille, but my taylor, with a pair of - breeches over 
his, arm. He gave me a nod, which I very gravely -.. 
returned; but, ſaid he, doctor, I perceive you arg 
carrying your work home, as well as myſelf 5 


This fellow changes like Proteus, and has as 
many forms to aſſume as there are in the Meta, 
morphoſis of Ovid. He faithfully and voluntarily 
promiſed to be the making of a young man, by 
taking him into partnerſhip, whom he totally 
ruined Within three little months, after he had 
raiſed all the money that he and his friends could 
in the world. He repeated the ſame promiſes to a 
ſecond whom he alſo outwitted; to a third—whom 
he ſerved the ſame; to a fourth—whom he found 
means to. charge with a robbery ; and who, had i; 
not been tor the interference of good friends, Who 
made his integrity appear bright as the ſun at an 
— | | 25 | . 
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day, would certainly have fallen a facrifice to the 
internal machinations of this villain. | 
As in private the promiſes of our quack are 
like dicer's oaths, as Shakeſpear ſays, ſo in publie 
they often have been pledged, to' go no further. 
His domeſtic engagements are like cobwebs. The 
wife of his bed 1s not the wife of his bolom. To 
that amiable woman he acts like an eaſtern deſpot, 
without the mixture of affection, which often 
ſoftens the moſt ſavage breaſt. England has been, 
by ſome, pronounced the paradiſe of women — but 
the houſe of our hero is a hell—at leaſt a purgatory 
to his ſpouſe. Some ſuppoſe him to be a faint 
abroad but find him to be a demon in his own 
dwelling.—In a word, our chymical Quixote, with 
all his whim, cunning and cruelty, would be deem- 
ed a leſs dangerous, and more deſpicable being, 
if he acted in a ſphere leſs elevated; but he keeps 
his carriage, Ireffes like a privy counſellor—ſtruts 
his hour in a coffee-houle, footy big upon *Change, 
keeps his villa and miſtreſs, appears the firſt in the 
circle of pleaſure, and is perpetually making ſuch 
r as his contracted conſcience never prompis 
im to perform.” | HE £ 


Thus far proceeded Mr. Stitch during the time 
he was meaſuring me for my clothes. r could not 
think of making any more excurſions through the 
town in company, till I was better equipped, and 
therefore propoſed to take a walk with Jack, in 


order, on the ſkirts of the town, to ſurvey the fa- 


mous city, count her towers, and mark well her 
Rately palaces and ſuperb manſions. 


If in any part of this narrative the reader * 


% 


I” 
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be ſurpriſed at my appearing ſo familiar with the 

names of the ſtreets and ſo forth, I would inform 

him, that from the mouths of my different guides, 
1 minuted down every thing, and in the evening 
each day, digeſted the ſeveral incidents which oc- 
curred in the various parts into the form in which 
ey nom appear. 5 


Me paſt through Little Dublin, in St. Giles's, 
one of the dirtieſt places which I had ever beheld, 
And reviewed, apparently unheeded, a number of 
31l-Jooking idle young fellows at the doors of the | 
'. low houſes of iſt fame in that quarter, in compan 4 
- with the moſt abandoned lewd women; +. 4 | 
language and actions made me ſhudder, and raiſed : 
+ a reſolve in my mind ever to keep clear of ſuch | 
- nefarious wretches. "Theſe keep within their 
bounds by day; at night they ſally forth into the 
adjoining ſtreets, and woe be to that young man 
drawn in by their deluſions. It is, as Solomon 
ſays, the ox going to the ſlaughter, or a bird to 
the fowler.—Horrible diſeaſe, infamy, robbery, 
and perhaps, as is not unfrequent, murder itſelf 


— 


prove the conſequence. 7 
Leaving theſe ſcenes. of wickedneſs, we pro- 
ceeded up Tottenham-court Road, and turned off 
towards the Foundling Hoſpital. In our way, 
Jack pointed out the houſe of the late Lord Balti- 
more, and the windows of tbe room where Miſs 

Woodcock was ſeveral days confined by his lord- 
Thip, for a purpoſe the moſt baſe and unmanly 
that can be mentioned in the fable catalogue of 
crimes. After every effort of his infamous ſkill, 

Alliſted by an old abandoned bawd, and her _— | 
| ITS: © WNT 8 the 


— - : 
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che letcherous ig nobleman found himſelf under the 
neceſſity of conveying the captive nymph to hig 
Country ſeat, in Surry : there he accompliſhed his 
Iibidinous deſigg. : . 


Jack was interrupted in his tale by a litele inet. 
dent which occurred, and attrafted all our atten- 
tions. We were leaning over the railing of the 
Long- fields fronting that elegant manſion, woen 
we perceived two men approaching the end of 
Southampton Row. I inſtantly recognized them 
to be thoſe who defrauded me on Monday, in 
Great Queen - ſtreet, and turning my face towards 
the fields, gave Jack the hint, and deſired him to 
watch their manœuvres. Accerdingly he parted 


from me, and went up to the corner, as if to vier : 
the ſpacious building, the town ſeat of the Duke - 


of. Bedford. 


One of the men, the elderly cheat, fiepped aſſde, 
while the young fellow dropped a piece of paper, 
in which ſomething appeared enrolled,—A-young 


= = ; 


woman, with a pun countenance, dreſſed in _ 
C 


a green gown and new ſcarlet cloak, that inſtagt 
came up, and feeing the man ftopp to take up the 
paper, appeared quite anxious to behold the con- 
tents, The fellow behaved with much feeming 
civihty, . * certainty, madam, as you were 
on the ſpot when I picked it up, you_haye.a right _ * 
to half its value. Juſt let us walk to that wall, ane 
I will open the paper in your preſence, 'We can- 
not be too private, my dear, and all eyes are eager- 
ly open on ſuch occaſions.” PA | | 


This was faid in the hearing of my friend, who 
. 2 EEO hid 
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hid bimſelf, to ſee or hear the tranſaction behin 


the corner. The young woman following the 
ſharper to the wall, he opened the paper, in which 
he ſaw a ring incloſed. The girl {miled, and de- 
clared he was a very honeſt man to be ſure, be- 

- © .gauſe ag hom he could keep it all to himſelf. On 
my ſay-ſo, cried the fellow, it is a fine ring— 
this at leaſt is worth a guinea—but here is ſome 
writing will you read it, madam for God help 
me, I cannot read writing but I can go oak 

the bible pretty well. The girl bluſhed, which 
as a tacit confeſſion of her ignorance. On this 

"the fellow beckoned to the other man, his con- 
tederate, who rs advanced, and by their mu- 
tual requeſt read as tollows :5 


\ 


DEAN SALLY, e 
* f In J am glad to hear that 
- & Tom and you are come to an agreement at laſt; 
«he is a very honeſt fellow, and you will be quite 
e happy with him—1 ſend you the ring; it is the 
++ beſt 1 could get, and coſt five and thirty ſhil- 
. * lings. The man of whom I bought it, told me 
that he would give a guinea for the gold of it, 
if it was broke. The ſtamp is upon it, ſo you 
may be affured it is all pure gold. No more at 
« preſent from your affettionate couſin, __ 
1 +* ELIZABETH MARKHAM.” - 
| * V. B. Mr. James Vardly will deliver this into 
your own hands.” Af? 


Tze poor girl's honeſty ſeems here to have fallen 
aſleep ; but, in all probability ſhe found plauſible 
reaſons, as moſt people do, for the gratification of 

* | | 1 : the 
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the moment's. paſſion.— However, after a ſhort al- 
tercation, ſhe pulled off her, cloak, which ſhe 
valued at twelve ſhillings, and made up his farther 
demand 85 producing a few ſhillings, all the mo- 
ney, ſhe ſaid, that the had left in her pocket. 
Juſt at this critical moment Jack made his ap- 
earance, and I ran up to the men, and with a 


ſtout oak cudgel, knocked down the younger ring- 


dropper, whilſt my friend ſeized the other in- 
ſtantly by the collar. | 2 


Young woman, exclaimed I, you have certainly 
been-cheated by theſe abandoned villains ; for but 
laſt Monday, they. not only defrauded ma of nine 
" ggineas, but alſo made me hazard my neck, by 
receiving a counterfeit draught on a banker. 
Come, come, cried I to the young fellow, unable 
at preſent to run away, return the young woman 
her cloak and money, for the ring,” I dare ſay, is 
not worth two- pence. : 


D—me, exclaimed Jack, holding faſt his fellow, 
if they ſhall ſtir 'a peg before they have reſtored. 
your money. On which the man made a ſudden 
effort io eſcape, but I laid him flat with his fellow. 
in the fraud, and fo quickly gathered a conſider- 
able company around us. {03 1-884 


Ihe young woman now preſented the ring, by 
the deſire of a gentleman among the bye-ſtanders, 
who, without heſitation, pronounced it to be @ 
rank. counterfeit, and of no value. The mob now 
were propoſing to duck the two droppers in an ad- 
joining pond in the Long- fields, but Jack ſwore he 
would proſecute them with the utmoſt rigour of © 
. | Js +: 3 ae" ” 
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the 15 1- now repeated my ſtory, and the fel- 
- Jows, on hearing a conſtable mentioned, offered tod 
3 the young woman, by returning her cloak 
and- money; hie they. did; and then muſtered up 


five e which they put into my hands as huſh- , 


money. This I readily accepted, as not then 
knowing the conſequence of compounding: a fraud 


or a felony. But, however, maügre my ac. 


quieſcence and their humble conceſſion, the en- 
raged rabble hurried them away over the firſt field, 


and were pleaſed to anabaptize the raſcals' in a 


Rarding pool j. ſuffered them io depart when the 
anon of the po age ordeal. 


=” 


| = of the. mob. grew weary of what . 
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ROCEEDING at hes” dan of his 
town on the north, we reached the ruſtic 


dwelling of an afttologer, to whom I exprefled a 
- - defire, to pay à viſit, merely to fatisfy a curioſity, 
natural to young people from the country. I knew 


that conjurors and pretended augurs were only a 
ies of impoſtors, who he by the crequjity of 
* and unthink ing part of man kind. 


On kaveking at his door, we were admitted big: 


2 22 meagre looking man, who much reſembled 


the apothecary in Shakeſpear's Romeo and Juliet. 


Infor ming dien cher we wanted to propote. > ber 


. 


: 
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> queſt ſtions to his maſter, of an aſtrological nature,” 
he uſbered us into the hall, as he was pleaſed to- 
call a 2 dark apartment, intimating that the 


would attend us as ſoon as he had calculates 
_ the nativity of lady Frances Fantom, of St. James's 
ſquare, whoſe coach waited at the door, Crs” 


Me had not continued many minutes in this 

miſerable room, when the bell rang; and the ſer« > 

vant of the ſeer beckoned me to follow him up 46 

an apartment appropriated for prediction. Jack 

1 E to follow us, but was pre- 
vented by the call of the conjuror above, Who 
vociferated with a hollow voice —one as à fine 

| hoc oft corpus meum. rr fr i 4k 


_ I followed my conductor up three pair of ſtairss 
where, in an apartment, ornamented with a molt 
pPrepoſterous eee of worm- eaten globes, a 
other mathematical inſtruments, I beheid an old 
fellow fitting in all the importance of ſelfim!? 
portant ignorance, in the remains of a velvet ſtuff 
arm chair, before à table, on which ſtood a pair 
of compalles, a large book, a wand, and a dirty ; 
pack of cards. CCC 


L aſſumed an air of ſimplicity, and informed the 
eonjuror, that I wanted to pry into the womb: of 
time, through the medium of his myſtic art, and 
know my future fate by his calculation. I went 
up cloſe to the table, but he ſoon checked my 
preſumption, by drawing a circle” in the centre of 
the room, and commanded me to confine myſelf tg 
that ſpace during his operation. 8 


x 4 Demanding 5 


: 
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"Demanding half a crown, I threw. one of the 


five pieces on the table, which the money-dropper . 
= bad recently given me in return of the nine. - 
= Without much inſpe&ion he put it into a little 
bag, which he t from his drawer, ſeven half 
= crowns, and coming to the circle put them into 
my hand. I faid; the change is not right, and 
that it is but an ill omen of his calculation. Mak- | 
ing no reply, he proceeded to repeat a number of | 
hard words, which I am ſure can be found in no 
lexicon of any language in London. d 2 


After his barbarous incantation, he aſked me 

ſeveral queſtions. He then examined the linea- 

ments of my countenance, with ſeemingly great. : 
attention. . Next he queſtioned me concerning my 3 7 
moles, dreams, &c, and at length, having enquir- | 
eld the day of the month on which I was born, he 
&- aſked me if I could read; to which, aſſuming an 
sgairr of ſorrow, 1 replied, that to my infinite grief, 


I could neither read nor write. 


The aſtrologer now opened his great folio, and 
read ſome cabalific ſentences in a very ſerious 
tone; when, turning round to me, he thus began 
10 Prophely :. ** Young fellow, you are the fa- 
vourite of fortune. The ſtars at thy birth were 
benign and auſpicious. You. will ſoon ſee your 
ſweetheart and be made happy in her charms. She 
will bear thee ſeven-boys-and ſix girls. Thy ſeventh 
Jon will prove a prophet, and your eldeſt daughter 
will be a lady. You will have a ſecond. bride, and 

| the alfo will be as a fruitful vine; both of you 
will attain the good old- age of ninety, nine. So, 
* Gy the ſtars, and conſtellations of heaven!” — _ 
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Fere the conjuror was. inſtantly interrupted by 
the appearance of two ſtout men, one having 
an hanger, and the other holding 'a ſtaff, much 
more potent than the wand of, prediction. They, 
ſuddenly ſeizing the augur, cried, Sir, you are our 
prifoner | We have a warrant to take you before a- 
wagiſtrate this moment. 8 2 


4 To ſhorten the ſtory of this adventure, F 
| quitted the circle, ran down ſtairs, and beckoning 
my companion, whom I found in the hall, to at- 
tend me, made my beſt way into the ſtreet, and, 

without waiting above a minute, followed the 
conjuror and his conductors, who were conſtables, 


to the public office in Worſhip-ſtreet., a 


| After a moderate refreſhment at the tavern next, © 
door, the landlord very - politely uſhered us into 
the office; juſt. in time to hear the charge and de- 
ciſion. An elderly lady appeared and ſwore, that 
the conjuror had received five ſhillings from her 
the preceeding day, for_aſtrologically anfwering 
certain queſtions about ſome plate lately loft in hes 
| houſe Honover-fquare. It appeared that this ſtat- 
azer, after ſifting the lady, and getting what in- 
Carmiion he could by every arufice; poſitively - 
fixed upon the chamber- maid, and her ſweet-heart, 
as the perpetrators of the felony. This had cauſed 
the young woman and her intended to be both 
taken before a magiſtrate, and the conſequence to 
them would have proved ſerious, had not the real 
. thief, the ſame evening deen diſcovered; having 
been detected by a pawnbroker, in Long-acre, in 
offering the booty "4c ſale at his ſhop. This in- 


_ duced. the lady to obtain the warrant for appre- 
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8 6 
yagrant, without bail or mainprize, agreeable to 


the ſtatute, with a power only fo appeal as the 


uarter ſeſſions, to the court Lb of the 
Middleſex ene. | 


When the a1 had 1 up 1 continitnnins 


: and delivered it to the bench to be ſigned and ſeals 


ed, the preſiding magiſtrate jocoſely aſked the pri- 


foner, i he, by all his art and cunning, could telt 


whas place he was was going to ſend him. The fel- 


"rh replied—to New-prilon, Clerkenwell, to be 


 ſure- * This alone is ſufficient,” - returned the 


juſtice, © to prove that you are no conurer—for 
you are committed to Bridewell. II ſuch people 


s you know fo little of their own deſtiny, how 


* 


- 


| dad the clot, x leak in my cliaion—bu hu 


can they pretend to foretel] the fortunes of others. | 


You could not calculate the day nor the hour of 
- your being apprehended, fo ,you ſee we Tony N 
things better than you do, ox any of yon 

- ot ron off 


After hearing a variety of caſes. licionl in. 
© voſtigated, we returned to our natured 
lord, drank a bottle of his excellent red port, and 
o returned home, without meeting any more ad- 
— worthy of being — 


The next Mr. Stitch, the taylor; baving 
very _— 7 di iſpacched his job. brought home m7 
t. His bill was almoſt as high as if he had 


- 
- 
o 
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| 1 bat Hulle regarded, as I had received, in part, of 


ment, five pieces from the money-dro the 
before, one of which the conjuror 9 


ed; I therefore caſt down the other four to Mr. 


Stitch, who, putting on his ſpettacles and inſpeci- 


ing them, ſwore by Jupiter, that they were all as 
rant rogues as doctor R. 


This diſcovery, and che extortion of the taylor, 
| together with what I began to fee in the character 
af young Meaſurewell, whom 1 conſidered as a 
ſpunger, ſo much chagriued my mind, that I re- 


olved to leave Drury-lane, and ſeek a ug 
2 


where I could be free from fraud, and 

to purſue my plan with more œconomy, elpe- 
cially as I found my caſh in a n id run of 
e 


I contented ehyſel6 that day at home, not loak-- 
ing for new adventures ; and again went * the 
Hay-market theatre, without the « - 0 mom. 

or even he ladies of Mrs. Lurewell. A 


At the ound of Cockſpur- ſtreet, I met an 1 
man clad in fable, of a clerical deportment, with a- 
bundle of books under his arm. — Are theſe books: 
to fell, my friend, quoth I? He anſwering in the 
5 And 00, Li erdartd him to open his budget. 
He produced ſeveral novels, which he aſſured me 
was of his own writing, and which, without far 
ther recommendation, I purchaſed. He nest 
opened a bundle of plays, not one of them then moe 


or publiſhed by the authors, but privately preſented 
to the curious in dramatical pieces, and not even 
0 by ny of * bookſeller. L then. looked, 

er 
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| over a liſt of thirty-ſix; all which I bought for 
. eighteen ſhillings. I was much pleaſed with the 
_ Purchaſe, as amongſt them were thoſe which were 
that evening to be performed; that is to ſay—the 
Surrender of Calais, and the Farmer; the firſt is 
the production of Mr. Colman, taken from the 
hiſtory of tha: great conqueror, Edward the Third, 
the latter calls O'Keefe its author, whoſe prolific 
pen produced one half of the plays which 1 now 
poſſeſſed. 18 5 a . | 


— — 


Obſerving ſomething in the demeanor of the W 
man which pleaſed me, I aſked him where I could 
Tee him another time; to give him an order for 
a variety of other books, which 1 intended to 
carry into the country. He told me that he was 
generally to be met with at the Caſtle in Holborn, 
where there was as. good accommodation as ever 
was found in any of the ancient caſtles in England 
during the happy reign of hoſpitallity. I then 
went into the theatre, and was highly entertained 
during the evening. 2 | 


The firſt day of my peregrination commenced 
with a vifit which I paid at lady:Lurewell's ſchool 
in Taviſtock-ſtreet. This was, partly to fulfil my _ 
engagement with the ladies, but perhaps, more to 

ſhew my new garb, in which I now ſtruted like a 
hero on the ſtage. I found myſelf under the ne- 
ceſſity of inviting Mr. Jack once more to attend 
me, by virtue of m e The moment 1 

mentioned the fair, the ladies were in rapture, and 

broke forth into ſinging, Bartholemew fair O, 
and ſo forth; nor ceaſed they their tungful, melody 
gill we arrived at the grand ſcene of action. 


. Having 


hd 


% 
Fi. 


| » T#RkoVen Lohn,. If 
Having diſcharged our coach — for nothing lefs 


than ſuch a vehicle would ſerve Jack—we took a2 
turn round the ſtalls on the extremity of the faif, 

and bought ſeed cakes and gingerbread. Theſe 
we had hardly touched, when a mighty multitude 
of mobility, with a horrible acclaim, announced the 
immediate approach of the _ Prætor of the 

city, riding in his 3 moſt magnificent car, ates 
tended by his chaplain, ſword-bearer, and others, 


IIe look'd and-ſaw dread chaos and Old Night, | 
Reſume their reign—and gloried in the fight, 


is Lordſhip with his train paſſed on to the end 
df cloth-fair, and cauſed an herald to proclaim the 
commencement of the general jubilee. This an- 
_ :cient ſolemn ceremony ended, we entered the area 
of the field, where once Vat Tyler, of patriotic 
memory, drew up his legiqns, to diſpute the rights 
of man, with the royal fon of Edward the black 
Pince. Here it was where Wat ſunk beneath the 
ſtab of Walworth, then Lord Mayor, whoſe bloody 
dagger now adorns the city arms. Here alſo is 
the ſpot which was deeply ſtained by the Blood of 
martyrs, at the furious fiat of mercileſs Mary and 
her 8 ſycophants—and here it is where 
the damſels of Billingſgate now open their oyfters, 
and the virgins G Te fry ſauſages ;—- · 
here the tablés are ſpread with theſe £7 2 1 
meats—h&re we were invited to walk into the long 


* 
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 epaſt: But, alas | how 1tranſient-are all ſublunary 
dos! We had not half regaled ourſelves with theſe 
Landon dainties—when,' behold, from the athlatic, 
Srawny arms of black were -projefted on 
ur board, the mangled remains of dogs, ane 
ceats—like quails around the camp of Ifrael, or 
_ wwinged arrows in the day of battle. Now ruful 
-  Ciot and dreadful-uproar prevailed amid the mot, 
multitude. The mob, thick as a field of corn, as 
waving to the gales, "7 pox culinary maidens 
for the frying- pan. | 


* 


with treſh ingredients 


The ſecond courſe we reliſhed not ſo well as the 
irt. We inftantly aroſe, and reached with no 
S Small difficulty an hoſpitable booth, in which was 
= teackettle, ſo capacious, that we all fat with eaſe ! 
.” arount a little table and drank tea. From this 
Situation, through an aperture, we beheld the ſons ' 
of Barrington buſily employipg their hooks and 
nimble fingers, diving deep into the pockets of 
the unwary ſpectators of the glorious ſcenes now. 
s . exhibiting in every quarter.—the watches, neck- 
clothes, chaks, aprons, and pictures of his Majeſty, 
| e tick rig tful owners, and with ſpeed, the. 
moſt impetuous, fly to Field- lane. | IA 


Me next ſaw the monſtrous ox, in another 
= booth, fail to be the largeſt ever bred in Britain. 
= The giant, whofe ſtature is eight feet, next ſur. 
= Hed us. I could not help bewailing the unhap- 
pineſs of ſuch a man, who appears to be formed 
| only for a vain ſhox: ; far he can never mingle in 
=  fociety, without being gazed at as one of the won- 
j* ers of the world. ll = | 1 5 7 6 
Next 


—— 
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Next we viſited the puppet-ſhow, and ſaw'the- 
tricks of Maſter Punch, and heard the ſqueaking  ” 
ol his pragmatical prompter. The ladies were de- 


lighted with the levity of the entertainment,” and *- _ © 


young Meaſurewell enjoyed the merriment. Io 
me, however, ſuch unnatural ſhews- afford but little 
pleaſure, as they have nothing rational» or inſtruc 
tive in them. After purſuing the whole. round of 
the booths, viſited ſeveral inns, and having drank. 
ſeveral bottles, we withdrew from thoſe ſcenes of 
diſlipation and confuſion, and procuring a coach, 
drove to the Caſtle in Holborn, where we partook 
of an excellent dinner, and then proceeded to the 
theatre, and ſaw repreſented the Battle of Hexham, * 
Peeping Tom, of Coventry, and the Devil to Pay. 

Again the whole coſt of the day fell upon me, 
and that amounted to above three guin eas. 


CHAPTER VIL 


The caftle—theatre-—Mi 5 Lurewell—our. ad. © 
venture—--the difcovery-—a ledture on frequent 
frauds," &c. | 5 


N Friday I again dined at the Caſtle in Hol. 

born, in company with ſeveral ſenſible and 
civil people, from whoſe polite converſation” and 
zudicious remarks, in the diſcuſſion of various 
topics political, moral, and ſcientific, I was moſt 
rationally entertained. The company conſiſted of 
an * clerg | 
torney, a l a player; the latter ot 
whom, by his humour, proved the life of the 
| J os whole 


1 


1 


man, a doctor of medicine, an at 


Whole comp 


— 1 


— 
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mpany, while, by his well-timed jokes, 
he ſet the table in a roar, 1 © 


2 5 When dinner was ſerved, conſidering theſe gen- 
temen to be a ſele& party, I craved permiſſion to 


3 make one amongſt them. They told me it was an 


ordinary dinner, and that 1 certainly was welcome. 
Miſconſtruing the term, as thinking they meant 
an indifferent one, I ſat down with ſome ſurpriſe, 


. for the meat was moſt excellent, and varied in 


great profuſion, dreſſed in the very beſt manner, 
Aud ſerved about with ſuch a grace, ſuch hoſ- 
pPitalixy and good humour, as gave me an extra- 


During the dinner the utmoſt harmony and 

_ hilarity aited,” and the landlord, who preſided 
at the table, prefled all his gueſts conſecutively to 
accept of more viſtuals;,—In fine, the repaſt was 
perfectly agreeable, the liquors good, and be 
man, after dinner, called for what he pleaſed, 


2h "Havitig enquired of. the owner of the houſe if 1 
could lodge with him during my ſtay in London, 


he told me that he had a very decent, ſafe, and 
- © commodious. room at my ſervice. I accordingly 


removed my things the ſame day ſrom Drury- lane, 
und took a temporary poſſeſſion of as pleafant a 
place as I could poſſibly deſire. 5 


Being fond of the theatre, 1 thither repaired . 
that evening, and again was agreeably entertained. 
On my return to Holborn, being alone, Liwas ac. 


"coſted, at tlie corner of King - ſlreet, Covent-gar- 


* 


dien, by an amiable young lady, highly dreſſed. 
VI ns „ and. 
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and having a veil over, her comely countenance, ..-. 
66 My dear Sir,“ ſaid the fair one, I have loſt. © 
my Way in the dark, aud want fomebody to ſhew me 


the road to my ee e Madam, ſaid I, your 


application to a ſtranger in chis town is rather un- 


fortunate ; I ſhall hardly be able to find the way to 
my own lodgings, which is at the Caſtle in Hol- 
born. She then informed me, that ſhe lived not 


far from that place, and ſhould have no objection 


to walk that way with me. 


| Taking the lady to be a modeſt woman, * 


called a coach, for it began to rain, and ducing our 
paſſage had no cauſe to alter my opinion oft hex 
charatter. f ä $8 


. 
= = 


On our arriving at Holborn, the lady refuſed to 5 


accompany me into the Caſtle; on which I offered 
to treat her with a glaſs at an adjacent tavern. 
After much ſolicitation ſhe agreed to my propolal,. 


We had no ſooner entered the room than the fair 


one ſuddenly ſtarted with ſurpriſe, and was turning 
to retire, when I lifted up her veil, and-inſtantly 
diſcovered her to be Miſs Lurewell; of Taviſtock- 
ſtreet, and my own late companion in peregrination. 


I would not now ſuffer her to withdraw, till he 


Had taſted a cup of ſomething, when, to my ſur- 


priſe, ſhe burſt out into a fit of laughter, and de- 


clared that ſhe had watched me all the way from 


the playhouſe; wondering that I had not before 


recognized her voice, ſhape, and demeanour, even 


in the dax. N 
Though 1 entertained my doubts of her declara- * 
e „„ tion, 
* 2 


* 
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tion, and began to think ſhe was one of the frail 
- '  FTair-ones whom I liad obſerved in the fireets, yet 
I aſſumed an air of ignorance, and treated her with 
the ſame civility as if I had ſtill confidered her as 
innocent. We drank freely a full hour, when I 
apologised for my being unable to ſtay longer from 
my new lodging, it being a late hour ſhe offered 
"{how- ſhe had altered her mind) io attend me 
tzhither—I agreed; when, behold, on our enterin 
the houſe,” the landlord well knew the lady, ng 
would not ſuffer her to fit down, | 


Before I recovered from my dread amazement, 
Miſs Lurewell was fled, and I began to expreſs 
my diſapprobation of my landlord's conduct; when 
Mutting the door of the little room, where we 
remained alone, he thus addreſſed me: 


ee Young man, I can make the greateſt allow- 
- ances for your inexperience'in the ways of the 
world; The woman whom you wanted to keep 
- , "company with, is an arrant j2//, and might quickly 
meditate your ruin. Her mother keeps a houſe 
near the garden, and all her daughters, as well as 
this lady, are well known by the bloods. and bucks 
about the theatres. It is not long ſince this iden- 
- — tical young ſtrumpet ſwore a robbery »gainſt a 
young nobleman, whom ſhe picked up in-one of 
the boxes of the playhouſe, and declaring that he 
bad picked her pocket in the coach, in their way 
to an appointed place—he was actually committed 
oon her charge; and a bill of indiftment being 
found, was tried at the Old Bailey: but, on ac- 
count of ſome prevarication in the evidence of the 
3 6 aud the fairneſs of the. nobleman's cha- 
1841 1 „ .attch, 
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rafter, he was honorably acquitted; to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the Judge, and amid the applauſe of a a2 


crowded court. Think, therefore, yourſelf well 


off in eſcaping her ſnare, and firmly -refolve in 
future to Void: entirely, without diſtinftion, the 
company of ſtrange women.” ' 

I told the landlord that I had ſeen the lady be- 
fore, and with Mr. John Meaſurewell, had paſſed . 
ſeveral hours in her company and that of her ſiſter, - 
without diſcovering the leaſt fign of immodeſty in 
either. It is very well for you, my lad, rephet 


Mr. —— —, that your pocket has eſcaped 'dur-. - 


ing your ſtay with them.“ I immediateſy felt f 
pocket, and found that all the looſe gold, and he 
four counterfeit pieces, actually had made to them 
ſelves wings and flown away, like the eagle towards 
Heaven! DES en Eg Eee (8 
Alter a diſmal night of dreams and diary wakeſul 
apprehenſions, I aroſe on the Saturday morning and 
breakfaſted with the Jandlord and his family. At 
one time I thought of calling on Jack Meaſurxewell, * 
to apprize him of the tranſaction, but conſidering 
him as a fcoundrel,” as being connected with ſuc 
a family, and in the habit of intimacy with Tach- © 
nefarious harlots, I reſolved to flee his companf as 
one would a place of infection. | | 
The good landlady at the Caſtle, obſerving me 
rather N 24 young man, I fuppoſe 


your are not fond of tea; count ople, perhaps, - - 
i not uſe to it like we LN 1 1 > 
Would rather have a baſon of. good milk, madam. 
0 Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, © the milk here is not like 
that in your country; but you ſhall have ſome ; 


2 
5 ; WA 7. — 
£ : FL 


: 
\ 


$4 4A FORTNICHT'S RAMBLE. 


| the milk- woman is juſt come to the door,” I | 
nodded aſſent, and a baſon of that wholeſome 
liquid, when pure and unadulterated, was inflantly 


preſented. | | | Ky 5, 


But, O what a difference did I taſte, between 
the new milk of Strat ford-upon-Avon, and the 
 _uhitented. water of the great city! I proteſt the 
- pooreſt ſkimmed milk 1 ever drank in my mo- 
= rthers dairy, was far ſuperior to this cockney 
beyerage. Indzed, the milk in the country partici- 

1 not of the beautiful due peculiar to this — 
Behold- the lovely violets that play around the 
© bowl! I now uſed the freedom to aſk my good- 
natured landlady the price of this precious mix- 

ture, when the informed me, that of late it had 
_ ren very rapidly, and was now arrived at the 

Is of porter. It is dearer than ſtrong beer,” 

aid Mr. ———, for the meaſure is much leſs. 

The other day” continued he, walking up to 

Holywell Mount, I ordered a milk-carrier to take 
A pint into a public houſe along with me. She 

ad ſo, and charged me two-pence. Why ſhould 
vou overcharge a ſtranger ? ſaid I. —She anſwered, 

my good Sir, this milk is juſt as it came from the 

cow—take your money, ſaid I—beſides, Sir, it has 
not yet had even the baptiſm of ohn /—Then 
 *retorted 1, it ſhall have the baptiſm of Samuel, and 

Jo deſired the Jandlord to put half a quartern of 
ia de balon,” 2 


* 


Far be it from my buſineſs” —faid a gentleman 
Who fat by the fire reading the Oracle, to expoſe 

the nakedneſs of my country; but, I irulyweleve, 
that few cities in the world can produce fo. much? 

.Araud and mean cozenage as this . 
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thank Heaven, we can boaſt of many charities; - 


which happily cover a multitude of fins, and were 


our benevolence caſt into the, ſcale againſt that of 
oppreſſion, the latter would aſcend and kick che 
beam; but it is lamentable to ſee the low tricks of 
many—very many—of our ſhopkeepers, on the 
retail of their wares, in cheating the poor. —The 
rocer wraps round even a quarter of a pound of 
1 — a large piece of thick paper. Many cheeſe- 
mongers weigh their articles ot goods on paper. 
I knew a fellow who kept a beef and ham ſhop, 
by the Fleet-market—I hope he is now in no 
worſe a place than heaven—who actually would 
lay a half ſheet of thick law writing paper on the 
ſcale, for a ſingle quarter of a 1 of ham. 

I once told a ſtationer on Snow-hill, a good Wor- 
thy friend of mine, that I could point out on ex- 
cellent market for his waſte paper. My friend 
took the hint, offered him ſeveral bundles of 
ſpoiled books, the productions of poor Grub-ſtreet - 
authors, and had three-pence per pound. This 
the fellow could well afford; for he retailed it 
with his hams at eighteen pence, which, if not a 
production of twenty, or ſixty, or and hundred fold, 
was a net profit of five hundred per cent. t 


The ſermon of the politician attrafted the notice 
of the whole family, which encouraged him to 
proceed to other branches of his diſcourſe, which 
were too numerous to be detailed in a volume in 
which brevity muſt be obſerved. He dwelt long 
and loudly upon falſe weights and falſe meaſures ; 

each of which is an abommation to the Lord. 
Indeed:one would almoſt be tempted to think, that 
the precepts of Moſes, as well as the wiſe apo- 
 thegms of Solomon, were now totally diſre- 


garded 


* 
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garded by profeſſed Chriſtians, as ſavouring too 
much of Judaiſm. But, in order to diſcover ſuch 
frauds, let every houlſe-keeper, as a N 
paiece of kitchen furniture, furniſh himſelf with | 
weights and ſcales, if not meaſures alfo, and weigh 
all the bread, butter, cheeſe, meat, and ſo forth, 
| 


* 
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that he buys. Then, and not till then, ſhall we 
know the honeſt "upright fair dealer, from the 
cheating, gtiping nefarzous bite: who, regardleſs. 
of the dictates of conſcience, the precepts of mo- 
rait, and the injunctions of religion, grinds the 
faces of the poor, and oppreſſes thoſe who are 
; ready to periſh with hunger. 


2 


The gentleman made alſo ſome very pertinent 
remarks on the rapid riſe of ale, under the pretext 
that it was brewed at Windſor, the Kings country 
relidence. The enormous riſe, of ſpirituous liquors 
- allo met his animadverſion; but theſe he attributed 
to the enereaſe of news- papers and the danger of _ 
Sj ſuffering” the poor to rejoice during theſe appy 
bhbualeyon days. In order to introduce an agreeable. 
uni formity in the prices of all things the porter 
met muſt advance, and then farthings will not be 
ſo much counter feited by the coiners, or bought 
up at one half of the nominal value, by pubhcans, 
Aud all other ſinners, who haſten to be rich. | 
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= © | Phe orator was interrupted in his harangue, by 
u alarm being given of the quack approach of the 

©. © "officers of Bow. ſtreet, to. the ſhops of certain 
"bakers. This induced us all to run out to behold 
the hurly burly. The mob was numerous and 
riotous before the houſes of the accufed, whilſt 
Whole batches of bread were ſiezing, and without 
-xelenjing, ſmaſhed the Windows to pieces, ICs "0 
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I perience, and -purchaſe knowledge at an eaſier . 
© rate. It Was for this purpoſe, that this narrative 


thoſe who may embark on a ſea ol trouble. | 


| leſs of the menaces of the conſtables, The bread, E : 
in large baſkets, was carried to the Public Office, 


, Was-fined above thirty pounds, for a proportionate 


ermon—deſeription of the gaol—widow N. 
. zngton-green—the powdered fops of the Minories 


exactly half the hundred guineas, which my wor⸗- 
| a father enjoined me to leave in the hands of 


- fay—* A fool, and his money is Joon parted.” 
Let ſuch remember, that it is much harder to keep 
money, than to obtain it. Let others take Warn- 


_- truſt it will claim the attention of all who thin 
themſelves not infallible, and prove a beacon tg 


* 
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and. there, when weighed in the ballance of the 
ſanctuary of Weſtminſter, found much wanting. 
It ſhort, one baker was fined to the amount of 
forty-five pounds, for deficiency of weight in his 
bread, at the rate of five ſhillings ur ounce, another }. 


deficiency. I have forgot the amount ot the fine 


of the third, but remember that one of his loaves, 
a quartzrn one, wanted no leſs than ſeven ounces 


— 7225.4, eh—— 


VPV 
Sunday the eighth day. Neug ate condemned - 2 


7 > 


oy 


nn the fir week. of my ſojourning 
in London, I find I have laid out and Joſt, 


Meaſurewell —beſide the ten which he put 4 
into my hand for immediate uſe. The ſages will 


ing by my miſconduRt, in paying ſo dear for ex- 


makes its appearance in the world, and 1 r=: 6 


N 


* | 
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What is ys. rly called the condemned ſermon, 


were ordered to be execute. 5 


| Kared in the face. 


” 
- 
. 


5 


8 


have recorded, again made his appearance the net 


landlord to atten 


er a and by {peaking properly, led ſo an 


Me were admitted into the chapel ſome minutes 


rible ratling of their chains. The 2 condemned 
r 
centre, directly before the pulpit. 


- 3 
U = * 
— 


The gentleman, whoſe obſervations on fraud 1 
morning. Being Sunday, he was. ſoliciting my 
| the ſervice in Newgate, and hear 
The report of the criminals in that 8 1 having 
been made to his Majeſty, by the Recorder, on 
the Friday preceding, ſeven men and one woman 


The landlord expreſſing a deſire to accompany -# 
the gentleman, aſked me if I would go with them. 
I readily agreed, and to Newgate we went without 
delay; gained admittance by a /ilver key, as the © © 


tuation. 


1 


before the cr iminals made their appearance; but 
their approach was quickly announced by the hor- 


unfortunates were uſhered into a 8 pew in the 
| n the table 
round which they were ſeated, was placed a coffiny | 


Dan awful memento of death, which they all now 


The other priſoners, ſome under ſentence of | 
tranſportation, and others who had not yet been - 
tried, next came into the chapel; appearing a moſt 
diſorderly multitude, devoid of decency,: and even 
glorying in their fetters; the noiſe of which, till 

ey lat down in the pew appointed them, was 


The ſtate priſoners next made their appearance. 
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andi ſich others who occupied the crown fide of 
_ 1 <. the priſon, and fat down in a-pew -contiguous to 
we capital convifts. The debtors took their 

places in the two galleries; the men on one fide, 
and the women on the other. The chapel is con- 
| _  fiderably capacious, and contains room enough for 

+ the many ſtrangers who uſually viſit the place from 
6 curioſity, on ſuch an'occaſion.” ©: 


2 


On the entrance of the miniſter, who was not 
4.4 . the ordinary of the place, ſilence was proclaimed 
2 - the turn- keys, and order prevailed during the 
. 5 C 


urch-ſervice, which was per formed with a ſuit- 


ö 3 


— 


5 . alle ſolemnity. . 


FT The convicts, I mean the condemned people; 1 


who diſcovered a levity of demeanor, but ill- 


becoming a borderer on eternity. During the ſer- 
mon, which was well calculated for the ſolemn 
Ioccaſion, that thoughtleſs fellow ſat without the 
leaſt concern; nodding and winking to his un- 
I < Happy companions, who, however, remained re- 

+ Miele of his geſticulations. Had the man 


6 
W x, 
7 
755 
5 behaved with decency, except one of the men, 
5 
N 
mw 


- 


* 


> tiques of Lady Giggle, or my Lord Whiſper, he 
could not have been more in his element. The 
--4 thought of this inſenſibility in ſuch a fellow crea- 
ture, the hour of whoſe diſſolution was at but a 


very few days diſtance, diſturbed my mind during 


che whole ſermon. | : 


— 


I have been informed, that very few of ſuch 
8 


"4% unhappy men ever ſhew the leaſt ſigns of repent- 

7 ance, until the arrival of the death warrant—aſter 

| 5 | = Which 
4 Sq 


4+ A ing even in 2 certain country church, where 1 
- 4 + have often been, and imitated the grins and an- 


— 
— 


L 1 1 4 * k p - 


80 A YORTNICUT'S RAMBLE | 


= which they have but a ſhort time to live. In the 


ard, where their cells are ſituated, they generally 


-  Femploy the little time of their little enlargement in 
gambling, rioting, and wantonneſs; not forgetful 

bk the old trade which initiated them into deeper 
myſteries of iniquity, but reducing their theory to 


praftice—by "picking the pockets of even one 


another, if firangers keep out of their reach, — + 


How far the grace of the Great Supreme inſpirer 
of good may ings the hearts of ſuch hardened 
people at the Jaſt hour, is hard to aſcertain ; but, by 
the after conduct of ſuch criminals as have been 
redetmed from death, even under the tree, we may 
eaſily diſcover that the ſeed ſown upon their inſen- 
ible ſouls, was but of little or no depth, having 
fallen as upon ftoney ground. | 


Sermon being. cloſed, and the benediftion pro- 
noünced, the reign of diforder was: inſtantly re- 
ſumed. The riſing of the criminals was like thun- 


der. All was noiſe, clamour, and vociteration. 
The common priſoners ruſhed forth into their 


great quadrangle with impetuous jarring ſound ; 


while the condemned cruninals were conducted 
with more ſolemnity to their cells, 4 


. We, Who were ſtrangers | placed ourſelves in a 


row to ſee the awful proceſſion, whilſt a collection 


was made by the turnkeys, which they.ſaid was 


for the priſoners, 'The gentleman who'was in our 
company, whiſpered me in the ear, ſaying, they 
ſhould ſay for us, poor priſon-heepers, 


Wie peeped. into ſeveral of the wards in the 
main quadrangle of the felons, beheld their hard. 
22 | x ' boarded 
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boarded beds, like barracks, and ſaw many 
wretches lying down in a, ſtate the moſt uncom- 
fortable, and hardly to be deſcribed. *©* Every + 
twenty-four hours,” ſaid the ' gentleman, ** theſe: | 
creatures receive their N ſcanty allowance 
of bread, and devour it in little more than a mo- 
ment. How they ſubſiſt around the reſt of the day, 
Me can better conceive than unfold. Howard 
that peerleſs philanthrophiſt that honour io the 
name of Briton— can beſt depict the miſeries of: 
ſuch a ſituation ! O intemperance O diſſipation 
E think —0 think but for a moment, on the, 
miſerable—and copy his fair example!” e 
As we paſſed through a little gate to gain what; 
is called the Maſter-ſide, the pick-pockets in, 
ſwarms ſurrounded us, and the other ftrangers* 
Few of us got away from this graceleſs groups 
without loſs. On the other fide the ſcene changed. 
Many genteel priſoners aroſe to our view in more, 
"diminutive, fetters, kept bright, and ſuch, as Lochis 
ſays, in the Beggar's Opera, which no gentleman 
need be aſhamed of wearing. Thele culprits were 
people in high life, and diſdained to ſtoop, fo lo 
as the thieves on the other ſide of the partition, - 
Highwaymen, men for forgery, genteel ſhoplifters, 
and box-lobby pick-pockets conſtituted. this come 
ny. Such cate but little for the hour of diſtri- 
uting the little loaves. Fhey fare ſumptuoully_ 
every day, being well provided for by their town. 
ladies, and at night lay down, on good beds. in 
rooms fo elevated, as to overlook the wretched 
beyond the mural diviſion. £ 
After ſurveying ſeveral, of the apartments, and 
drinking a bottle of wine in the kitchen, we 
emerged from thoſe realms of deep diſtreſs, and 
again beheld the external part of this mag aificent 
"NE Ee A edificey 
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edifice, whoſe walls are of maſſy Portland ſtones, 
and gates of knotty oak covered with iron. 

This building faces the ſtreet called the Old 
Bailey, and ſtands upon part of the ſcite where 
the old goal flood. In the centre is the keeper's 
houſe, which is a ſuperb and commodious manhoa, _ 
At each end of the keeper's houſe an | receſs. 
which adds a dignity to the ſimplicity of the front, 

are placed the lodges of the turnkeys. Thele 
buildings, and the keeper's, are the only parts that 
have windows externally. The lodges, communi- 
cate with every, part of the goal, which is divided 
fnto three alia priſons, forming three qua- 
drangles. or inner courts ; viz. that appropriated 


for the felons, another for the debtors, and the 


third for the female felons. 
This new goal being demoliſhed by the rioters 
in 1780, has ſince been rebuilt, at leaſt internally, 
with ſeveral alterations. The cells, where the 


capital convicts reſide, are thoſe which were uſed 


when the old goal was ſtanding, They afe of pro- 
digeous ſtrength ; their diminutive dimentions and 

diſmal darkneſs diſcover the barbarous age in 
which they were erefted; which, however, does 
not appear to have been antecedent to the old go- 

thic gate which was removed in 177. 4 
The quadrangle appropriated for the women, 
like that in the centre, is divided into two parts; 
one of which is inhabited by ſtate prifor..rs, thoſe 
convicted of libels againſt government, and ſuch. 


re fines as can afford to pay a weekly rent 


for rooms commodiouſly fitted up for their re- 
ception. . 55 3 
The number of different rooms in the priſon is 
about ſeventy, excluſive of the cells, which are 
eighteen in number. The whole building is 2 
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laid out for wholeſome air. The lower ſtories are 
eleven feet, and the upper ſtory twelve feet high, 
and the depth of each room, from front to back, 
fifteen feet. On the ſummit of the ſtructure is a 


large reſervoir, from which water is conveyed te 
_ wall the privies of the ſeveral rooms; thereby pre- 


venting any accumulated filth from annoying the 
I „ 
This is the ſtrong tower of the city and county, 
in which the ſons of depredation are kept in ſafe- 
ty. Over this gate is brandiſhed the flaming ſwor® 
op ng the bad to beware of touching 
and taſting the tree of life - of property not theit 
own. Without ſuch awfut a warning, it would be 


ſafer for man to herd with the wild and ſavage . 


| beaſts of prey; without ſuch @ tremendous fight, 


_ exhibited to the lawleſs ſlaves of injuſtice, farewell 
liberty forever adieu all the cheering beams of ; | 


ſociety. % © 3 
Having thus reviewed the diſmal manſions of the 
moſt depraved part of ,mankind, we returned to 
our inn, dined comfortably, even ſuperbly—and 
then propoſed to vilit a few of the country vil- 
lages on the north of the metropolis. | : 


We viſited the Spa-fields, and White-conduit- 


houſe,” where we ſaw nothing remarkable, and then 
paſſed through Iſlington, a . ulous village, 
and arrived at Newington- We ſat down 
in an arbour, in the ee 1 of the widow Bur- 
rows, a buxſom jolly landlady, of a civil deport 
ment and lively converſation. It will be very fur 
priſing, ſaid my landlord of the Caſtle, if this lady 
ſtands it another winter, without altering her con- 
dition. See how the old codgers and, bachelors 


upon her ſmiles. O here they come —cried 
— Fa PIR the 
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fwarm about her, like bees about a hive, and dwell. _ 
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the gentleman—“ I will name them as they p- 
As Adam named the beaſts and birds of Paradiſe.” 
There, ficſt and foremoſt, goes Harry Humdrum, 
a great linen-draper in the Minories, and litt 
Tuidale dum, his neighbour, of the ſame profeſſion. 


IB The 22 pates of both theſe — are not worth 


above twe-pence, yet behold how bighly powdered 
their hair—how majeſtic their walk—how atel 
their action as they ſpout their jargon — One 
theſe fellows, and the moſt effeminate of the Wa, 
ff there is any difference, attually, the other day, 
2 nocked down a poor old man with a load; for 
-vnly muttering as he paſſed, no wonder ihae 
dumplings are dear, when every ſenſeleſs coxcomb 
_ + Uraws all the confequence he poſſeſſes from the 
meal tub on his lapient head. The old fellow 
| 8 recovered himſelf, role and ſeized Hum. 
rum by che collar, and hook him till ſcarce. 
Particle of powder covered his perigranium 
Juidaledum, obſerving his friend t u5-Jeſpoited | 
of his glory, furiouſly ran behind the old man. 
- and attempted to kick up his heels. The mob now | 
numerouſly collected around the fops, reſcued the 


+£ 


- 


old man, preventing him from. knocking the 4w# - - 


_ - Joggerheads together, and beſtowed on Twzdale- 
Aun the diſcipline of a neighbouring horſe- pondG. 
Ve ſons of powder and pomatum, tell, 55 > 
444 What dire mifchance Dick Twideldum befc!! ““! 
The landlady and her fair daughter ferved us 
with our tea, which was good. Her liquours were 
only exceptionable in price, but a widow. may well 
be allowed the indulgence of; making à rapid 
c 4 e wet 646. Jami 
Alter tea and ſo forth, we-left that rural retreat 
Which is as recluſe as if fifty miles removed from 
She metropolis, and paſſed on to Newington. | 


of 


| 1 * 3,45 25 . 
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As we were walking by the fide of the N., 
wer, I obſerved a young woman along with an 


| elderly gentleman. I was ſure I knew her — bu, 


alas ! the ſuddenly diſappeared. 


CHAPTER IX. 


A rhapſod on love—the eccentrical robe mater 
»—Maria—the battle between Ward and Mendoza | 


lese my money. 


| 3g was the tranſient ſight of divine Mari 
that yeſterday, at Newington, deranged all my 
, A and rendered me inſenſible to every 


object, as returning to London. But though 


have diſcovered her abode, how ſhall I convey my 
ſentiments to her without a diſcovery of 2 I. 

y fair-one 
dwells, is impregnable as an ancient caſtle, the © 
park in which it is ſituate is ſurrounded by water, 
except the entrance on the eaſt, which 1s highly 


The beautiful building in which! my 


walled on each fide. The gates are adamantine, 


and open to none but whom the porter wel 

knows. This morning, bowever, ſhall be devoted - . - 
to another rural walk; and, O ye powers preſiding + - 

over the fates of lovers, who claim the care 4 


directing every mean to its right end, prove 
favourable this day, and bring my matchleſs mai 


again to my maryelling * that with chaſte and 


dear delight F may claſp her in my longing arms! 


Reader, pardon the ee it as dictated 

by love, and m that caſe, you know, ſenſe is ut- 

terly out of the queſtion - N 
I walked through Ifſtington to Highbury-barn, 

and there called for _ refreſhment, I bad * 
3 | p 3 WE: 
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fat above five minutes when in came a man puffing 
and blowing, without a hat on his head or in his - 
hand. He fat down at the table, pulled out ſe. 
veral "ere robes, ſome purple, others ſcarlet, and 
ſome ſable, edged with ermine. I ima ined; at 
the firſt, rags, | this vain ſhow was $8 out of 
oftentation and filly parade, to make himſelf con- 
ſpicuous to the company, which now faſt accumy- 
lated. But when I beheld his ſudden ſtarts, wild 
looks, and comic attitudes, I concluded that he 
was. a perſon broke out of Bethlehgm. 
The wondering crowd encreafing, I withdrew 
Juto he bar, where fat the landlady, a very di- 
erect wellbehaved woman, wha, after bidding me 
fit down, thus proceeded: | 
I ſee, Sir, you rather wonder at this ſingular 
_ charafter, He is one of the moſt eccentrical ge- 
mniutſes to be tound within the bill of mortality. 
He fabricates robes for the judges, and-counſellofs, 
and ſometimes, eſpecially at a coronation— but that 
js ery ſeldom, you Know, Sir he is employed 
to make the robes o It 


__ FOWaNy'. - 
From the n law he has learned 


quirks, and all the arts of chicanery, duplicity, 
and deception ; ſo that he is litigious, even 10 a 
roverb.—His mind has been much chagrined and 
aſturbed by the miſcondutt of his eldeſt ſon, wha 
Keeps his gig and girl, juſt by the Quaker's new 
na and manſion, at Nowingion. which you may 
from the bar- window. 
He will, ſometimes, ruſh. out of his houſe, | 
with his blue bag under bis arm, as if intent upon 
buſineſa of the ee, importance, and then, after 

running half the length of a ſtreei, {ſuddenly 
as if in the utmoſt purturbation, for having left 
e e aud after all he Socs g | 
q + * 
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n to read the Tames, over a gill 
2 E „* 
8 4 You obſerve, Si, "pin is now e 
He never does wear a hat on a common week day, 
but on a Sunday he is never ſeen uncovered. Fon 
that reaſon a quaker's meeting ſuits him better 
than a church. It is not long ſince this original 
genius came out with his blue bag as uſual, p- 
parently to wait upon a cuſtomer, or drink is, 
morning draught; when, behold, Sir, it came in 
to his ſapient head 10 purfue his journey to the 
city of Vork, where he arrived, as he ha walked 
all che way, uncovered. 
le is ſaid, in like manner, to have vifited * 
weſtern city, above an hundred miles from Lon: 
don; but as he ſet out on a Sunday, and wore his 
hat, on his arrival, he hung it upon a peg in the 
arlour of the inn where he halted: There he left 
it, and returned bare-headed. Unwilling, how. 
ever, to loſe a hat, or to pay extravagant charges 
for carriage, he again ſet off to the ſame place: 
Where ſtaying till Sunday, he very compoled 
vent into the parlour, removed his hat from th 
peg; and ſo finiſhed his peregrination.“ INE 
Phus the amiable lady entertained me, till 11 
held'the genius withdraw, and croſs the fields to. ; 
- wards Newington. Hoping to meet with more of | 
His eccentricities, I paid my reckoning, and fob. N 
lowed the robe-maker | | 3 
1 overtook him by the fide ef the New River, 
1 the place called Paradiſe- com, contiguons to 
the park of the great 4 quaker. - Here, according to 
my wiſhes, he fell inſtantly into ſuch ſtrange vaga- 
ries; as if inclined to dance. This, as Well ny 
be r ſuddenly called forth the daughters 
of muhc, and the great manſion beyond the river 


Woes. forth its dwellers 10 behold vi . 
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A groupe of decent quakers approach the margd 


of the limped ſtteam; and, O ye powers divine, 
whoſe aid this bliſsful morn I ardently implored 


_ you have heard my pathetic plaint, and again pie- 


ſented to my fight, my lovely Maria! 10 11 


"Grace is in all her ſteps, heaven in her eye, 
In every geſture digam y and love e! 1 


wm. 


On beholding my delightful charmer, I left the 


robe-maker and his accumulating company, and 
beckoned her to walk CRE he nh the 
MHowery bar k. She ſuddenly behela me, bluſhed, 
and ſhed tears. -I was juſt. on the point, impru- 


dently, to jump into the river, fur many waters 


- 
— 
- 


cannot guench love—but her uncle, whom I per- 


ceived in the company on the other fide, inſtantly 


obliged all the ladies and young men of his man- 
nion to return from the puppet er-. 
I was now almoſt diſtracted, and perfectly incon- 


- 


folable. I retired to an inn at Newington, wrote 


a letter to my fair-one, and looked wiſhtully tor 


one by whole hand I could convey it. The land- 
lord, obſerving me diſcompoled, aſked-me what I 
appeared ſo anxioufly to look for? I told him in a 
few-words, and-he promiſed to dehver the letter 


- faithfully into Maria's hands himſelf . 8 


* 


The landlord. was as good as his promiſe, and 
on his return, brought me an anſwer. from the 
[ my ſublunary deſires. | 
Having received an intimation that my fair-one, 
with the family, would be in town on the Friday 
following, I grew quite tranquil, and reſolved to 
$ the time, long as it might ſeem, in beholding 
Juch curioſities as not then fallen unger my 
obſervation. | Rm, 8 
My mind now being quite exhilarated, I heed- 
Teſsly was caught in a trap, of which 1 was not in 


* 


the leaſt aware, On my return to town, I obleryed 
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2 vaſt concourſe of a mixed mob running impetu- 


oully into a field near Hoxton. This 1 followed, 


and ſoon found that two noted pugiliſts were about 


1 5 engage. A circle was quickly formed, and 1 


obſerved now a conſiderable number of genteel 


| perſons. preſent, ſeveral ot whom were pointed du 
do be noblemen, and others of high diſtinction. f 


The combatants appeared ready ſtripped; attends 
ed by their ſeconds, and an elected umpire, with 


the bottle holders.—The, heroes ſalute by thakmg 


Rage kindles in their breaſts and we 


hands, and quickly ailume the looks of anger. 
ighty blows-0n 
avid, as with 


either fide are rapidly beſtowed. 


a hammer, not a ſling, bounces a Hebrew blow 


upon the breaft of his athletic Chriſtian antagonad 
who falls backward, like 7erzcko's, high tower a 
the ſound of rams horns. Again he's raiſed from 


the flowery turf, and weilds, with ire renewed hig 
25 ee arm, beneath whole ardent blow the Hes 


rew falls. A general roar reſounds around the 
ring, and ten to one is offered, lay who. dare, in 


favour of the fallen ſon of Jacob. Done done 


1 myſelf loudly ex claimed producing fifteeg 


me to 


. 
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guineas. A genteel perſon produced an hundred 


> depoſit my take with a perſon. who appear, 
ed to be quite reſponſible. - . 


Mean while the fight went on, and deadly | 
thumps and woelful falls prevailed.— A while the 
{on of Iſrael ſeems to {ink beneath the potent a - . 


of warring Amalek anon the gentile Chieftian, in 


bi, turn, falls, lowly on the ſod, beſureargd ich 
blood. Now eager expectation fits perched on 
every brow of the ſpectators, while tate and Vic- 


tory hover between the comhatants. At laſt the 
dealt, à deathrlike blow, and forces hit 


fierc 


iy pounds note, the reſt in gold, and urged 
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ducal gapito receive:our Bounty, informing vs, that. 
t Was always cuſtomary for the curious to, caſt. 


fome money into the cap. 


We were ſhewn the ſhrine of St. Edward. that 
of Editha, his queen, and daughter of Goodwyn,, 


*Earl-of Kent, a lady famed for beauty, learning, 


— 75 economy, 7 16 manners. and inimitable. 
ur in needle-work; having wrought with her 
own hands the curious and magnificent robes. the 
King uſed to wear on his collar days. She died 
May 1, 1148. 1 8 | 
1 The monumnts to the memories of men famed 
for arts and arms, are too numerous for recital... 
Even thoſe of kings, princes, and ſtateſmen, ap- 


| — with a ſhadowy 5 The monu- 
We ent 


in St. Michal's chapel 2djoming, appears one 
of'the moſt ſtriking and bel 5 — 4 Viale 

repoſitory. I mean that to the memory of Joſeph, / 
Gaſcoigne Nightingale, Eiq. of Mamhead, in De- 
vonſhire, and his fady. This is the performance 
of Roubiliac, that great maſter of ſtatuary, and is 
juſtly: admired by all Judges of merit, and lovers of 
ingenuity. | | e rom 
Above is repreſented a lady expiring in the arma 


of her huſband; beneath death appears flily peep- 
ing trom a tomb, pointing his dart to” the dyin 


tgure ; at the ſight the huſband ſeems to clole 
her to his boſom, as ſtruck with ſudden aſtoniſh- 
ment, to defend her from the fatal ſtroke. . | 
There are two fine monuments in the area, 
which are ſeen from the outſide of the railing ;. 
the one to the memory of Ea] Ligonier, po! 
other of General Wolfe, who bravely fell before 
Quebec, at the moment of victory. He is repre-, 
lented in the laſt agonies of expiring heroiſm, with 
his hand cloling the wound which the ball that 
Deich e © Killed - 


- 


\ / \ 
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killed him had made in his breaft, and falling i 
the arms of a grenadiet, who catches, and endea. 
vours to ſupport him on his haunches, while with 
one hand he holds his feeble arm, and with the 
Other points to glory, in the form of an angel 1 
holding a wreath ready to crown him. The faith- | 
3 1 ſerjeant who attended the general is | 
' repreſented in relief; with a countenance” full of 
Morrow, . 15 e 
I ſhould have mentioned the wax figures in - 
cChauntry over the chapel of St. John the Baptiſt, 
which repreſent the effigies of ſeveral kings and 
ueens, which are all totally echpſed by that of 
tie late Earl of Chatham in his parliamentary 
* F © robes. | | 
We now returned to the Abbey, and viewed the 
monuments in the Poet's corner; all of which _ 
yield pleaſure and inſtruction to the ſpectator, bus 
cannot here be enumerated. „ 
The grave of Carricſt, the inimitable actor, 
and that of Johnſon, the great author, are near 
the monument of Shakeſpear; but though the lat- 
ter has now a ſuperb monument in St. Paul's 
cathedral, by Bacon, the former has not, notwith- 
ſtanding the vaſt wealth which he left, a ſingle 
ſtone raiſed to his memory.---If the rich heirs of 
that firſt commentator ot the beautiful bard of 
Avon, are too parſimonious to afford a Ane to 
perpetuate his tragic and comic powers, Mhy do 
not the lovers of the drama come forward with a 
ſubſcription for that purpoſe ? It is true young 
folks of the preſent day, remember but little o- 
Garrick, or his ſuperior powers, but are there not. 
many who yet remain on the age of lite who can *” 
ſay, © We never more ſhall-ſee his like again?? 
What a venerable pile appears this ancient ſirucs 
| | G i 5 turg, 


" 
, 4 
- 


m 


Phd 


"34 © | A_.fORTNICHT's RAMBLE. 

_ © ture, thus paved with the duſt of kings, conquerors, 
Poets, and philoſophers! Whoſe walls are adorn- 
ed with the moſt exquiſite labours of art, and ex- 

Hhibits ſome of our illuſtrious heroes, ſtateſmen and 
Noble patriots ! But, * this huge fabric, this ſacred 
repoſitory of fame and grandeur, will only be the 
ſage for the ſame . receive new ac- 
ceſſions of noble duſt, be adorned with other ſe- 
pulchres of coſt and magnificence, be crowded with 
ſucceſſive admirers, f at laſt, by the unavoidable 
decays of time, bury the whole collection of anti- 

.<cuities in general obſcurity, and be the monument 


Of its own ruin,” 


„ 


Tie Tower deſceibe d- great curiofities— Lack. 
mngton's Temple of the Muſes. Mo 


Ro the Abbey we paſſed over Weſtminſter- 
| bridge, viewed the King's Bench priſon, and 
talked to ſeveral of its unfortunate inmates, who 
all appeared. chearful, and recalled to my. remem- 
brance what Milton in his Paradiſe Loſt ſays, the 
fallen ſpirits, who variouſly employed themſelves, 
_ and made the beſt of their ſad ſitaation. PE 
Fr cis we adjourned to the Marſhalſea priſon, 
which is a place abundantly more diſmal] than the 
former; as its inhabitants are people much meaner, 
and of a caſt vulgar in the extreme. This dungeon 
yielded little or no entertainment. The gentleman 
informed me, that the county geol, which we had 
paſt, would have better 1 1 our curioſity, as it 
., -vontains the felons of Surrey, many of whom arg 
e | Fu obs Tone | more 

A ; 
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more deſperate men, than thoſe whom we beheld” * 


in-Newgate. So we paſſed on through the borou 
of Southwark, and over London-bridge, on a viſit 


to the ſtrong Tower of London, about half a mils 


., eaſt, down the river- 5 

»The white tower, which conſtitutes a part of 
the building,” ſaid the gentleman—* was eretted 
by William the Conqueror, in the year 1076 ; and 


the whole fort completed by his fon, William 
Rufus, ſo called on account of his red hair, who, 
in 1098, ſurrounded it with walls, and fortified it 
with abroad and deep ditch. Rufus was a great 
geometrical genius for his days. He built Welt- . 
_ minſter-hall, and was killed by accident in the New - 


Foreſt in Hampſhire by an arrow.“ 


We were firſt introduced to the dens of lions 


and other wild qugdrupeds, on paying each ſix- 
pence. Here having ſeen ſeveral 
(leopards and lionelles) we were condutted to the 


ſecond range, and beheld the royal tiger from 
Madras; a fine he lion, from Bombay; a lioneſs, 


from Senegal, &c. : 
Next monkies, bears, tyger-cats, Fanny, a lioneſs, 


playing with a dog ia her den, and many other cu- 


rious creatures aroſe in the ſcene of our wondering 


- fight. In this collection of far fetched animals, are 

many birds, beſides the eagle, the oſtrich, &c. © _ 
From this department we entered the great gate, 
and were conducted by a warder, to the ſeveral * 


: _ where other curioſities are ſhewn. We firſt 


„* 


range animals, 


the ſpoils of the invincible Spaniſh Armada, 
with the various inſtruments of torture and crueky, © * 
intended for the Proteſtants in England. We next” 
Jaw the axe with which Ann Bullen, and afterwards © - 
the Earl of Eſſex were beheaded. We paid each 
_ a ſhilling at entrance to view theſe, and many, . 
e Go. other 


* ” 
9 1 - - WV _ 
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ſpedctators, and 1 ſhould have accounted my journey 
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other ſuch curioſities ; the laſt of which is the 
ſhield of the Spaniſh general, who commanded. in 
that memorable expedition to conquer this country. 
On this ſhield are depicted, in moſt curious work» 
manſhip, the labours of Hercules, and other ex- 
preſſive allegories, perhaps unequalled by modern 


.] artiſts, and arriving in grandeur to the chevices 


on the famous ſhield of Achilles, as beautifully 
deſcribed by Homer. 55 3 
We next aſcended a grand ſtaircaſe of about fifty 
eps. On our immediate entrance we viewed at 
tlie firſt ſight, complete arms for a hundred thou. 
ſund men, ali bright and clean, and fit for ſervice 
at a moment's warning. A fight truly amazing to 
every ſpectator, and is not to be matched, perhaps, 
an the world; In the centre, where we entered, 


wie beheld four beautiful columus entwined with 


- piſtols. We ſaw alſo the * dropiMg ſtar, the riſing 
and ſetting fun, military fans, hait moons, &c. all * 
repreſented by armour. . | 

We were next preſented with a view of the arms 
of the rebels of 1745, among which is a broad 

- ſword, with which a highlander ſtruck General 
Evans over the head, and at one blow, cut him 
_— his hat, wig, and iron icull-cap, Here is 
alſo the ſword of juſtice, having a ſharp point, and 
the ſword of mercy, having a blunt point, both 
carried before the 13 when proclaimed in 
Scotland, 1715. . | 

The figure of Jupiter, riding in his triumphal 
car, drawn by eagles, as if in clouds, holds a thun- 
der- bolt in his left hand, and crowned with a rain- 
bow, all exquiſitely carved and decorated with 

—_—. . 6 

Theſe, and a thouſand peculiarities are ſhewn the 


to 
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to London of much leſs utility than it has been, if 
I had not viſited this vaſt repoſitory of curioſities, 
perhaps unequalled in the whole world. | 
The royal train of artillery are diſpoſed of on 
the ground floor, beneath the ſmall armory, and of 
equal dimenſions with the ground canopy. Such 
various engines of deſtruction, and fo numerous, 
' #fill the mind with an awful dread, at the con- 
| fideration of the havock, ruins, and deffolation th 
are capable of producing, When ſhall the time 
come when all theſe tremendous inſtruments of 
death ſhall be turned into the implements of huſ- 
bandry, and mankind learn the art of war no 
more. 2 1 
The horſe armory next drew our attention, in 
which is a repreſentation of thoſe illuſtrious kings 
and heroes of our own nations, of Whoſe noble 
acts we have ſo often heard and read fo much: 
all mounted on their ſteeds, and clad in the ſame 
armour in which they performed thoſe renowne WK 
deeds, which render their memories immortal. | | 
The Jewel-office, which we next ſaw, is a dark 
ftrong room, to the eaſtward of the grand ſtore- 
houſe. In this the regalia is kept, and on our en- 
trance into, which we again paid. a ſhilling: fon 
each perſon. | ; N 
Here we ſaw the imperial. crown, the golden 
globe, the golden ſceptre, the ſtaff of St. Edward 
the rich ſalt- cellar of ſtate, uſed only at the coro- 
nation the {word of mercy, the royal font, the 
Prince of Wales's crown, the golden eagle oft 
Becket and a variety of other fine things too te- 
dious to be ee in this narrative. : 
Being introduced into the Mint, we ſurveyed 
the ſtamping engine tor gold and copper coins, and 
| G 3. actually 
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* 


aftually beheld the operation, which is dextrous _ 
to a degree of amazement. _ kr. 
. Before we returned to Holborn, the gentleman' 
led the landlord and us to the Temple of the Muſes, 
an Finſbury 'Square, being the large library of 
Lackimngton, 82 and Company, conſiſting of 

Full half a million of books in all languages, and' | 
ſaid to be the cheapeſt in the world- LE 
This temple is fo capacious, that a ſtage coach 
and ſix once drove round the internal area. In 
the cetitre a lofty dome riſes above all the houſes 
in the ſquare, around which, from the bottom to 
the ſummit, we were aſtoniſhed to behold books 
of every ſize to a number incredible. All the 

dther quarters of this temple allo diſcover un- 
counted volumes of literature in this extenſive 


library. 5 | 
Having purchaſed a choice, but ſmall collection 
of ſcarce volumes, I had put into my hand, the «+ 


Life of Lackington, as written by bimſelf.- In this 
entertaining book the author appears not aſhamed 
ol the obſcurity or meanneſs of his birth, but dwells 
with delight upon that period, during which he 
Jaboured with his hands as a ſhoe- maker. Nay, 
even after his elevation, by dint of unwearied lt. 
gence and induſtry, from a ſtate of penury to the 
very ſummit of proſperity, he diſdained not to re- 

. viſit his old fellow-workmen and the little maſters 
of his native town in Somerſetſhire, but in his own 
chariot, with a coachman and footman in livery, 
called at their ſhops, and enquired whether they 
kad occafion for a hand | | OF et 


100 This bis approach did wakes little holyday, 
And all the town was clad with. joy to meet him-'* 
#5 2008 | b N Rowe 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Te Baud of Creed. Lane, ſeveral Trials at tie 
8 ' "Old Bailey. 7 5 


K again ſeen the pleaſing piece called 
| the Prize, repreſented at the theatre, cunoſi- 
ty led me to enquire into the nature of a State 
ttery, when the gentleman. at the Caſtle, to 
whom I acknowledge myſelf greatly indebted for 
in formation, thus gave me a ſketch of it. 

A lottery originally was a facred inſtitution, and 
never uſed but in caſes of difficulty, when the Al- 
mighty himſelf interpoſed. This evidently appears 
in the diviſion of Paleſtine to the ancient Jews, 
which was by a lottery. From other parts of facred” 
writ we may obſerve the ſame deference. paid to 
this inſtitution, as in the caſe of the election of 
Matthias, in the room of Iſcariot, and ſo forth. 

„ But, in the laſt century, lotteries were intro- 
duced as a political ordinance, to "raiſe money on 
an emergency. In the preſent reign, as well as the 
laſt, lotteries have been uſed, as ſtate engines, to 
raife the ready money without intereſt ; the Whole 
of the principal returning to the public as chance, 
or fortune directed. During the few laft years, 
the plan has been greatly altered, and the preſent 
Premier, whoſe character it is not my proymice' to 
impeach, and far be it from my deſign, has greatly 
augmented the original price of tickets, and there- 
by much enlarged the ſum raiſed for the ſervice of 

vernment. ny 0 
« Lotteries, on the preſent baſis, have proved 
ernicious to ſociety, as a general ſpirit of gam 
ling now pervades the kingdom, in 3 
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of their introduction. Among the lower orders? 
of the people you will ſee this prevail, as much as 
among the great vulgar. A few years ago books, 
tea, and many other things were dilpoled of by 
lottery. Even the ſhoe-blacks had their lotteries, 
barbers erected their wheels of fortune. And though 
theſe nuiſance. have wiſely been removed, yet ſtilꝶ 
an univerſal ſpirit of gaming reigns with a ſole 
dominion over all degrees. „ Ru 
Were I to dwell upon the inſuring of tickets, 
which till privately * prevails, regardleſs. of the 
mandates of magiſtrates, and the ruin which has. 
overtaken hundreds, of families, I ſhould tire my 
tongue, and your patience. Wives, widows, maids, 
and ſpinſters, during me Eng. muſt, and will 
ocure caſh for inſuring their favorite numbers, 
and day by day picquet themſelves, whilſt anxiouſly 
waiting the fiat of fortune. Then groan, being. 
burthened, the high ſhelves. of their uſurious un- 
cles! and Dolly Dandle, Kitty Cunning, Molly 
Mz/chance, . Dame Diſmal, and Mother Midnight, 
N undreſſed, almoſt naked, till the far Jiffan 
y of redemption.  _ | 5 

% Theſe nefarious practices have often been ſup-4 
ported at ſeveral of the capital offices; though all 
are not of that caſt, as I know ſeveral worthy- 
honeſt men, who do. themſelves honour by their 
condutt to the public, and very punctually pay every 
demand in the regular courſe of their buſineſs, there 
are Biſh and Brand/combe, who keep one capital of- 
fice in this ſtreet, another near the church, where- 
u ſaw the figures beat on the bells, the other day; 

t. Dunſtan, who. once ſnapt Old NMicſ, himſelf by 
the noſe, and another not far from the centre of 
tbe city.“ . 
The gentleman was here interrupted by the ap- 
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| pearance of an old woman, who roared vehemently 
at the door, and alarmed the gaping Areet. 1 ran out 
t 


to ſee what was the cauſe of the uproar, when the 
hag for truly ſhe put me in mind of Mrs. Cole, the 
procureſs, loudly, and lamentably thus vociferated: 
** Alas! I am quite ruined, for ever and a day 
My houſe, in Creed-Lane, is beſet by a pack of 
vagabonds !— The candle and lanthorn are held up 
at my door, to the total terror of all my dear, 
ſweet, tender, young creatures. 4 I. 
It appeared that the blighted bawd was deranged: 
in her mind, by the ſudden accident which the en- 
deavoured to depitt; but of which, not under- 
ſtanding her, I aſked the gentleman the meaning. 
Without anſwering, he put on his hat, and taking 
his cane, bade me follow him. On our arrival 
within ſight of St. Paul's, he ſaid—* This is che 
lane where the old lady lives“ looked and be- 
held a numerous groupe of people ſurrounding a a 
watchman, who placed himſelf in the centre, with 
his ſtaff, candle and lanthorn,—-* Now, young 
man, quoth my companion, laughing“ if you 
chuſe to viſit that houſe in Believing Lane, on 
will be uſhered into the ladies by that man, who, : 
like the philoſopher, goes with his candle at noon _ 
day, in ſearch of an honeſt man. He then in- 
formed me, that the houſe was infamous, and hav- 
ing been the ſcene of much wickedneſs, was deem 
ed diſorderly; in conſequence of which, the bawd, 
whom you beheld in Holborn, bereaved of her 
ſenſes, has been preſented and indifted. He add- 
ed, is it not, think you, a burning lame, ta 
ſuffer ſuch a nuiſance?ꝰ | £4 0 ay 
Returning a little way down the hill, the gen 
tleman pointed to, a ſtreet, over the way, which 
he ſaid was the Old Bailey, where we hs wry x 
| 3 c a we 
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the preceding Sunday; adding, that the ſeſſions 
of Oyer and Ter miner for the city and county had 
that morning commenced. - , - 9 
This greatly excited my curioſity, which was 
not a little raiſed by the appearance of two of the 
= | judges, ſtepping from tlieir chariots to go into 
| court. Can we, ſaid I to my companion, readily - 
gain admittance into court? He told me we might 
ceaſily obtain a ſeat in one of the galleries, where 
we might hear and ſee all that paſſed, and ſtay juſt 
as long as we pleaſed. „ 
We went up ſtairs, were admitted for an incon- 
ſiderable payment, and fat down in a front ſeat, 
uite commodious for the purpoſe of attending the 
olemnity. et - 
In this court the Lord Mayor, over whoſe chair 
is placed the city ſword of Juſtice, is ſuppoſed. 
to preſide, although the buſineſs is done by the 
Judges in the commiſſion, the Recorder, and 
lometimes the Common Serjeant. The jury had 
been ſworn previous to our getting in, and were 
upon a trial for an highway robbery ; of which 1 


7 


ſhall ſay ſay nothing, as I heard little more than 
the verdict of not guilty. - + - 5 
The next caſe was that of two notorious ſwind- 
lers, who, in company with à third, not then 
taken, were charged with eng a tavern in the 
county of Middleſex of three hundred pounds, 
and a quantity of plate; and as the main deſign of 
this narrative is to expoſe the frauds and artifices 
of the London ſharpers; I ſhall preſent my readers, 
- eſpecially thoſe in the country, with a brief ac- 
count of the tranſactions, as given upon oath by 
the witneſſes. Ext 3 | 
Three tellows, genteely dreſſed, went into the 
tavern, and deſired a private room, to tranſact buſi. . 


_pcle 
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.- eſs of importance. The landlady, in the abſende 
of her huſband, who, as the men well knew, was 
not in the way, ſhewed them a room up ftairs, 
and received their order for a ſumptuous dinner, 


And a bottle of wine, &c. in the mean time. Their 


orders being complied with, they fat about two 


hours, and drank plentifully. One of the men 


came down juſt as the miſtreſs ſat down to tea in 
the bar, and begged that ſhe would pour him out 


a cup or two, he was unable to ſtand drinking with 


his companions, who were ſad fuddling fellows. 
The landlady, with the politeſt addreſa ſhe Was 
miſtreſs of, very cordially invited him into the 


of bar, and he found means to entertain her with fe. - 


yeral Canterbury tales, and cock and bull ſtories, 


about his ſpouſe, and her relations, who were all 


immenſly oppulent people. 


In about half an hour, one of the other keln 2 


came down, and appearing ſurpriſed to ſee his 
companion in the bar, thus addreſſed him: Oh, 
oh, I fee what you are about, Sir; but who the 
duce is to be your flave, Sir? Come, come, Sir, 
this will not do; if it does, I'll be d 1273 


Don't be angry, retorted the man in the bar; 
call for another bottle, and I'll be with you, in the 
ſaying an Amen. He ſoon after went up; a 


reckoning was called -for ; the bill amounted to 
above three guineas, which they freely n 
and wiſhed a good night to the pleaſed Jandlady. 


They had not been departed above five minutes 


when the landlord. returned, and immediately 
went up to his room to get money to pay a large 
bill to a tradeſman who came home with him. 
He quickly returned down, and gave the alarm, 
that his bureag and drawers had been broke open, 
and rifled of money to the amount above * 
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alter heſitating a quarter of an hour, pronounced 
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ed 7 loudly exclaimi ing—who have you ha 4. dy 


ſtairs ſince 1 went out? The landlady informed 

bim in a few words; he ran out along with the 

__ _ tradeiman, recollecting that they had met three 

men croſſing a field, and luſtily cried out, fop 
- 


thief! 5 | 
| 4 of the tellows were ſoon taken, one hiding 


imſelf in a ditch, and another * down in | 
| 


a corn- field. They were mſtantly ſeized by the 


ſuers, and a gentleman, who heard the alarm $ 


ut the third, who carried the caſh, &c, got clear 


off. None of the property was found on the par- 
ties captured; however, being taken before a ma- 
grltrate, they were committed for trial, 

On their defence, they declared themſelves in- 
nocent as the child unborn, and produced a variety 
of people to their character. 5 
The Judge proceeding to ſum up the evidence, 
was abruptly appriſed by the foreman of the jury, 
that his lordſhip might ſlave himſelf. the — as 


duced in evidence to affect the priſoners. 


e 


they were of opinion, that there was nothing pro- 


His lordſhip, with no inconſiderable warmth, - 


deſired the gentlemen firſt to hear his charge, and 


then give their verdict. He now went through 


the whole of the evidence with great preciſion ; 
explaining the law in the caſe where ſeveral are in 
company together, with intent to perpetrate a 
felony. He obſerved that the circumſtance of 
one of the priſoners being in the bar to keep the 
miſtreſs. of the houſe in play by his converſation, 
and of the ather priſoner coming down, pretending 
to. chide his companion, ſtrongly marked their 


deſign: particularly his lordihip dwelt upon their 


being taken in ſuſpicious ſituations. The jury, 


the 
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| the oeifortts both ndr wilty —t6 the extteme furs. 
pute of the court, d every ey prelent.. 


» — 
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. thebtre=tontinuation of trial 1 
plifter —--the [ergned madman—--the eating- 


200, e—crimps—St. Fames's—the regiſter- ice 


* areadfu diſa Mer —habby concluſion. 


AGHLY entertained, and excellently : 

ted by the impartiality of this court, ſo much 
celebrated for its lenity, propoſed the next day to 
return to the ſame gallery. But previous to ous 
return home, I ſolicited my friend to accompany” 
me to that lottery office which he had fo f 
recommended, There 1 purchaſed a ticket in the 
Engliſh, and one in the Vi lottery. As this was 
Berau) called tbe tucky office, I anticipated a 
cartain” ſucceſs, All the evening employed my; 
fond ſancy in ſhortly being enabled, by the: hand. 
of the"good old dame Fortune to be independent 
through life, and to enjoy the company of. my 
mutchſeſs Maria, without the regret of her oh. 
lent friends in the Ry. 

'Undef*the auſpices 0 ſuch refle83ons, 1 grew” 
leſs regardful of my caſh, Which yet was not a ſum 
quite inconſiderable. | 

In eonſequence of ſuch a hope, I very free Wiel 
che gentleman, my good landlord, and his daughter, 
to attend me to lane Theatre, which open 
ed that evening. 1 firſt time that ſeaſon. N 
were all highly entertained with the fine 8 
which” was performed to great perfection. Tae 

H noble 
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noble grandeur of the houſe, lately rebuilt, and all 
its ſuperb decorations, and beautiful ſcenery, fill 
the imagination with ideas the moſt ſubſime. Ie 
School for Scandal is certainly one of the fineſt 
productions of the preſent age, and equal in dra- 
matical merit to the beſt of Congreve's comedies. 
The celebrated Mr, Sheridan is its author, and 
alſo of the Duenna, the Rivals, and the Critic. 
This gentleman's political character cannot be, bet- 
ter eſtabliſhed in the eſteem of mankind in general; 
his dramatical fame can never be more elevated, 
by any effort of his fertile genius. | . 
The next morning, which IL mark as the twelfth. 
of my- rambles through London, we reſumed our 
ſeats in the gallery of the Seffions Houſe, and 
were early enough to ſee the arraignment of the 
riſoners at the bar, The Middleſex jury were 
worn, and the trials again commenced. : 

The firſt was that of a lady for ſhoplifting, in 

Holborn, at a ſhop nearly 77 20 to the caſtle. It 
appeared that ſhe had cauſed the ſhopman to ſhew 
her ſundry patterns of blond lace, which ſhe in- 
ſpectad, and while his back was turned for a mo- 
ment, found an opportunity of ſecreting as much 
as was worth twelve pounds. 

The manceuvre, ſudden as it was, remained not 
unobſerved by another young man at the farther 
end of the ſhop. He communicated his obſerva._ 
tion to the maſter, juſt as the lady, who bought 
nothing, withdrew into the ſtreet. The ir, — ; 
following her, deſired ſhe would walk back to the 
Mop, as he wanted to ſpeak to her. She did 
return, but not without much reluctance, and 

was told what was ſuſpected.— She was ſearch 

ed—nothing was ſound upon her. She had a 
ſecond time reached the door, when the young 


* 
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man ſolemnly perſiſting in his original declaration, 
ſhe was again taken back, and conducted into the par- 
lour. Here being ſtrictly and moſt minutely ſearched 
by the houſe-keeper, the lace was diſcovered, in 
luefs than an hour, and the lady, reſuming her drels, 
was taken to Bow,. ſtreet, and that evening com- 
mitted to Bridewell, where ſhe was immediatly re- 
Eognized by the governor, and his ſervants. The 
priſoner was found guilty of an offence made 
capital by the ſtatute, which awards death to any 
offender of this claſs, who fleals to the amount of 
five ſhillings, if privately , but as ſhe was obſerved; 
as above, her puniſhment amounted to no more 
than tranſportation. ELLE : 

The next prifoners ſet to the bar were two ill 
looking fellows, having duet eyes betwixt them, 


And remarkable for detormity of faces. They were 


charged with the enorn us crime of extorting mo- 
ne Fw a gentleman of the faireſt and moſt un- 
blemiſhed character, by threatening to expoſe him 
to the world as a perſon who had ſtood on the 
Pillory for a crime not even to be mentioned 
amongſt men. They were both capitally convicted. 

Several other trials ſucceeded, none of which 
were interefiing enough to be recorded here ex- 
cept the following, with Which I ſhall conclude 
my report. 28 h 2 
The keeper of Newgate informed the Recorder, 
that one of the priſoners below pretended to be in- 
ſane and diſturbed all the reſt by his vociferations. 
He was ordered to be brought up as the next for 
trial. Being led into the bar, he thus addrefted 
the court : FT 

« My Lord, I am a peer of the realm, and 
cannot be tried by this jury. To them I thus ob- 
73 8 ject, 
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jet, on the ſcore of their ineligibility—I therefare 
Jnſiſt upon my being tried by my peer not here, 
hut in the hall of Weſtminſler. | 
+ The venerable Recorder here cut him ſhort, 
aſſuring* him he would have no other peers to 
try him, but theſe gentlemen. After much 
noiſe and mad_ altercation, on the partof the 
gre” he pled to the 1ndiftment, and the trial 
Regan. | * 
t a 


ppeared that the priſoner went to a tavern, 
near Sadler's Wells, aud ordered a dinner for him- 
Jelf and two more gentletnen, Theſe not appear- 
ing, he called upon the waiter and ordered dinner 
to be ſerved up immediately; exclaiming, Sirrah, 
have you never a ſpoon in the boule ? The waiter 
told him he had already laid a ſpoon on the table, 
Lou lie, Grrab ! cried the enraged gueſt, rifing 
ing in a violent paſſion, and running down ſtairs, 
The waiter faſt followed him into the neceſſary, 
and there ſaw him drop a ſilver ſpoon, which he 
Took up and ſhewed to his maſter, who inſtantly 

2 the fellow. He made the defence following. 
My Lord, and gentlemen of the jury, I 1 

man of vaſt property, being worth millions. 
once lent three millions to the Duke of Bedford, 

* is it at all hkely, 1 ſhould be capable of ſteals 

ng a filver ſpoon from a tavern -  _ 
Gentlemen, I am not better known for my 
Heroiſm, than my literary abilities. I was the 
man who firſt entered the Mora Calle, at the Ha. 
anna, igbs, the day on which the preſent 

rince of Wales'was born. All the 8 that 
B been ſpoken in the Houſe of Commons by 
Mie w. were actually written by me.“ 

c 


= 


> was interrupted by a ſudden burſt of laughs | 
fu ter 
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ter from the whole court, in which all the ſpec- 
tators joined. Several people, particularly the 
keeper of a ſpunging-houſe, were called to his 
character, who declared him to be an eccentrical 
Ene; who, by his oddities, had often brought 
imſelf into trouble. Ihe jury, ſuppoſing the pri- 
ſoner inſane, acquitted him r e,, 
Being tired with trials, we adjourned to an eat- 
ing-houſe, in Saliſbury-court, and were condutted 
up ſtairs, where we beheld ſeveral capacious tables, 
ſurrounded by a ſet of very ſhabby gentlemen, 
amongſt whom, I obſerved the two ſharpers who » 
had been. acquitted the, preceding day. A third 
man being in their company; I heartily wiſhed 
that the landlady of the tavern which was robbed . - 
had been preſent, for an obvious reaſon. The 
company were too much intent on their plates, to 
afford converſation—and there was ſilence for the 
ſpace of twenty minutes. We were but ſcurvily 
ei victuals were unſayory, by the accu 
mulation of many taſtes, from the various joints 
boiled in the ſame cauldron, and roaſted on ſpits 
riſing above one another. The maſter waiter was 
ſaucy and impertinent; affecting to be witty, 
without common ſenſe, and diſcovering himſelf a 
cochney—that is, a vulgar illiterate clown of the 
metropolis, the moſt intolerable. being in the ras 
tional world. 5 | "FAG 
We paſſed over Blackfriars- bridge, and juſt by 
the obeliſk, beheld; the demolition of two publie 
' houſes, by an enraged mob. On enquiry we found 
that they wer ealled crimping  houles, in which 


ſeveral young men were contined; having been 
wmyeigled by certain wretches employed by the: 
PIT HA Eat 
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Eaſt. India Company, under the ſpecious pretext 
ol enliſting them into the ſervice of his Majeſty, - 
The houſehold furniture carried out by the 
mob, compoſed a magnificent and ſplendid blaze, 
n the eyes of the rejoicing rabble, which my 
Fompanion ſaid, reminded him of the great riots 
in 178, when dwelling-houſes, diftilleries, and 
priſana were demoliſhed without relenting, azd 
defotatron covered all the city. EI Ns. 
. . We purſued aur way home by a circle over the 
bridge at Weſtminſter, the fituation of which, up- 
on the river, appears to me too much removed 
_ Irom the centre of buſineſs. Had it been erected 
jut oppoſite te e paſſengers would have 
been prevented a tedious retrogate circle, aud car- 
riages would more immediately have reached the 
court of St. James's, and the main ſtreets that fur- 
rounded or lead to the Palace. poets 5 
We walked through the Park, along the Mall, 
and bad the pleafure of ſeeing their Majeſties take 
coach from ee to Windſor. 
The Green-park, through which we ed to 
Piccadilly, is a delightful ſpot, and affords. a plea- 
fant ſcene to the great people around it. This and 
St. James s- park, alſo convey vernal pleaſure to 
_ the citizens, their wives and Gare; whos ma 
land famed for freedom, mingle. with the nobles, 


- Þ.andeven the princes. _ | 
Near Charing-croſs, to which we paſfed through 
Spring garden gate, a motly multitude was met at 

the. door of a regiſter- office, charging the principal 

in mate with having ſeduced a young woman, the 
daughter of a reputable tradeſman, under the co- 

lour of procuring her an excellent place, and 2 
1 . poſe 
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poſed her to proſtitution. This, the gentleman 
informed me was no uncommon practice at theſe 
offices for hiring ſervants, as bawds and other. ne- 
. farious perſons often meet a good market for their 
purpoſe : and the procureſs, in the comedy called 
the Minor, could ſay, © Ithall call at the regiſter 
office, and ſee what goods my advertiſement has 
- brought in—a nice young thing from the country 


never bruſhed by a beard.” 

The chirwenth day of my peregrination, I began 
with much perplexity of mind, as on the night 
preceding, I had been tormented- by a dreadtut 
dream; in which I imagined myſelt in a wide la- 


25 byrinth, from which I could not extricate myſelf 


by every effort of my ingenuity. ' Hideous mon- 
ſters affrighted my fancy, and freſh difkculties 
produced new terrors, till ruſhing with a refolve; 
the moſt daring, I impetuouſſy 
from a precipice, which awaked me in the utmoſ# 
horror. + ns i 
However, as the day advanced, my fpirit re- 
covered its wonted hilarity, and after noon I walk- 
ed into the city, as preparatory to meeting # 
charming Aae to „ Par 
ye moments, with a ſwifter pace, fly, ye minutes 
+ and hours, with more rapidity ! Advance ye ſhades. - 
of evening before your ſtated period, and bring 
with your balmy zephyrs my fair one, to eheer 
my ſoul by her divine preſence! „ 
At a decent looking public houle at the eaſt end 
of the town, after having rambled ſeveral hours 
I partook of a moderate refreſhment, and was 
coming away, when the landlady, a gay young f 
woman, faſhionably decorated with ear-rings, 
ether gaudy. ornaments, invited me to walk = ; 
| 2 
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ecipitated myſelf _ 
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the parlour, where I would find good company. 
I did. fo, and diſcovered a number of genteel per- 
ſons ſmoking their pipes, and drinking their wine, 
or rum and water. 3 1 
- Soon after, one of the company propoſed to 
5 play a game at cards with any who would chuſe 
to beguile half a tedious hour. His propoſal was 


| accepted by one Who ſat next me, providing, he 


ſaid, this young. gentleman would take up the. 
victor, I faid nothing, but calling for a pint of 


porter, drew up my chair to the table, and looked: 


on the game like any other hy- ſtander.— I obſerved: 
the advantage was greatly on one fide, and much 
wondering at the perſeverance of his feeble an- 
tagoniſt, formed a deſire to try my hand; eſpe- 
<lally as it appeared that every thing was fair. 
After ſome time the landlord; who alſo attend- 

ed the game, . cried out It is too bad that you; 
ſhould have all the amyſement.” * Would you 
like to take a hand, young gentleman, ſaid one of 
- the players,” addreſſing himſelf to me. We 
Cannot loſe a great deal—we play low; merely for 
diverſion—ſixpence, or ſo ?” | n 
An unhappy infatuation that moment ſuddenly, 
ſeized me, and I yielded to the temptation, with. 
out fear of loſing much money, and not without 
ſome expectation of winning ſome, The game. 
was Put, and I had liberty to chuſe my partner. 
Every art was uſed to rouſe my paſſions. Bets 
with great odds were propoſed. I won for a while, 
and growing warm, I reſolved to commit violence 
on fortune. The bait was thrown out, and I ſwat. 
lowed it. Twice I was allowed to win the game, 
to ſecure me but I ſoon obſerved an impetuous 
Fun of luck againſt me I abruptly threw down * 
7 © a3 cards, 
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cards, and vowed moſt ſolemnly, that I would 

* longer. EF rac 

en my opponent flew into a violent rage, and 

all the company joined in deriding my timidity. 

I, in my turn, grew angry, held up my ſtick, and 

Wich unparalelled temerity, called them a pack of 
 t{harpers. „ 

This inſtantly augmented their fury. One of 

them offering to ſtrike me, I knocked him down 
with my oak plant—1 was quickly overcome the 

. Eandles were extinguiſhed—I was laid flat on the 
© Door, kicked and bruiſed without mercy—and, 
when I recovered myſelf, the ſharpers were fled; 
and every guinea I had along with them. 

1 in vain remonftrated to the landlord, who - 
threatened to ſend me on board the tender, 1 = 
off the Tower. Remaining obſtinate, and ſtill in- 
fiſting on the return of my money, a mob ſur- 
rounded the door, and broke his windows ta 

pieces. 3 ; 

During the diſorder, I found means to fhp out 
at the back door, which led through a narrow. 

Court into the Minories, | . 

It was now dark, and paſt the hour of my ap- 
e with Maria. However, I called at the 
10uſe to which her directions led me. I had barely 
an opportunity of juſt behalding her comely coun- | 
tenance, when ſhe obſerving my face covered with * | 
blood, ſhrieked with a loud lamentation. I briefly 


= 
| 
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related my misfortune, and the dear charmer of 
my heart preſented me five guineas ; propoſing 
to meet me the next evening, in order to accom- 
any me to Warwickſhire, 5 
Cheared by a promiſe ſo propitious to my 
wiſhes, I vowed the moſt unalienable affection for 
my 
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prevailed upon to enter. 
Thus having given a ſketch of the frauds, and 
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RR | | N . 
my fair- one; we then parted with reluctance that 


evening. I returned to my inn, and related the 


adventure to my good landlord. 


To him alſo I communicated my deſign of leav- 
ing London the next day, when he moſt ge- 
nerouſly offered to lend me as much money as 


would defray the expence of the journey. That 


offer, however, I retuſed, and fo retired to reſt, - 


after the diſaſter of the 2 0 | 


Maria had ſo managed affairs with her uncle, 
by informing him of my diſtreſs, that he gave her 
a certain ſum for my ule, ſending. it with her and 
a truſty maid: ſervant. to the Caſtle. Thus equip- 


ill; who, in return, found means to divert the 


2 found no difficulty to pay my landlord's | 


/ maid, till Maria and 1 had got into the Rage, 


which I had previouſly taken, and had even reach 
ed beyond the ſmoke of the metropolis ' 


On our arrival in Warwickſhire, by the ardent 


interference of friends, I gained the conſent of 


. Maria's' parents; on condition that I ſhould not 
' hinder her from iat eg be meeting of Quakers, 


into whoſe. ſociety they hoped 1 ſhould oon be 


cheats of London, and preſented a view of the ca- 
lamities incident to inexperienced youth, in order 
that others may be aware of the rocks upon which 
I had almoſt periſhed, I leave the candid and in- 
telligent reader to make his own reflections” on a 


ſubjett ſo intereſting, 


THE END. 


* 


